
What have your councillors CChhrriiss  MMaasskkeellll, TToomm  CCrriisspp and TToonnyy  JJoonneess been doing for you?

Batt le  Counci l lors are committed to engaging with the Oxford Road Community

Royals honoured in Reading
Sports awards 2006

Pay £1million
- or go to jail

Battle Library set to
become even better!

A  special  meeting  on  the  future  of  Battle  Library  was  held  on  1st
March  2006.  The  well  attended  meeting  came  up  with  a  great  range
of  ideas,  which  will  all  help  with  the  bid  to  win  Lottery  money  to  help
improve  this  cherished  local  facility.

Martin Salter, MP for Reading West, told the meeting the library
was a "focal point" in the area and had already been transformed into
"a community centre with books".

There was unanimous support
for maintaining the existing
facade of the building, which
celebrates it's centenary next
year, but enthusiasm for
upgrading the inside of the
building and perhaps adding to
it.

Ideas included a book cafe, art
and crafts exhibition and gallery
space (particularly for local
artists), improved internet
facilities, a quiet conservatory
area, a toy library, comfortable
seating, longer opening hours,
public toilet and baby changing
facilities.

There was also great interest
in promoting works and
discussions by local artists,
authors and historians, home
work clubs, adult reading clubs
and English language classes.
And this was also seen as an
opportunity to make the building
more energy efficient and
sustainable - for the next 100
years!

OUT AND ABOUT Chris Maskell getting the views of local residents about the future of Battle Library

As  a  local  sportsman  and  life  long  supporter  of  Reading  Football
Club  Cllr  Chris  Maskell  was  delighted  to  be  given  the  opportunity  to
present  an  award  to  the  Chairman  of  Reading  Football  Club  in  his
role  as  Deputy  Mayor  of  Reading.

Chris said; “As a small boy I dreamt of Reading playing in the
highest division of English football. I has taken a long time to get
there but now we are there it is wonderful and I am enjoying every
game. John Madejski deserves all the accolades he gets.

Deputy Mayor, Cllr Chris Maskell presents the award for last seasons remarkable
efforts to the Chairman of Reading Football Club Mr John Madejski

Your Local Councillors Working all year round in Battle Ward

Battle Ward Campaign Team
COUNCILLOR TONY JONES                               
phone: 986 4474 email:tony.jones@reading.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR TOM CRISP                               
phone: 957 5594 email: tom.crisp@reading.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR CHRIS MASKELL
phone: 957 3993 email: chris.maskell@reading.gov.uk

Write to: Reading Borough Council, FREEPOST Nat6730
Civic Centre, Reading RG1 7TD

Councillor Advice
We hold regular advice surgeries throughout the year.

Our Surgeries are held on the

FIRST SATURDAY OF 
EVERY MONTH

at 
Battle Library, 10:30 am to 12 noon

No need to book, just come along and have a chat. 
Let us Know what your concerns are. 

Meetings are confidential
Printed, published, designed, funded and distributed by Tony Jones, Tom Crisp and Chris Maskell, 95 Beecham Road, Reading RG30 2RB

The  brothel  keeper  of  the  263
Club  has  been  given  an
ultimatum  by  Reading  Crown
Court.  Cough  up  or  spend  time  in
in  jail.

Battle councillors have long
campaigned to clean up the
Oxford Road.

Cllr Tom Crisp said: This is
more than just a moral victory. It
gets these people whare it hurts
- in the pocket.

This so-called club was blot on
the landscape for too long. I am
delighted it has gone”.

Walking is good

CCllllrr  CChhrriiss  MMaasskkeellll  hhaass  pplleeddggeedd
ttoo  sstteepp  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  mmaarrkk  aanndd  wwaallkk
1100,,0000  sstteeppss  aa  ddaayy..

Chris said: “The healthy
benefits of walking have long been
proven and this is an excellent way
for everyone to exercise without
resorting to expensive gyms or
organised sport”.

"Chris  Maskell  (Labour)  has
persuaded  the  council  to  review
the  current  scheme"  

RREESSUULLTT:: The council agreed to:

• Increase the number 
of free visitor tickets 
to 20 (up from 10)

• Up to another 90 can 
be purchased (up 
from 40).

• Extend the overnight 
stay cover until 10am 
the next morning, so 
avoiding unnecessary 
early morning fines

trees. The ironically named
KingsOak pleaded guilty to the
offences at Reading Magistrates
Court.

Local Councillor Chris
Maskell said "I am very pleased
with this outcome, but
disappointed that they didn't get
a bigger fine. The felling of these
trees offended many people in
the Oxford Road community and
beyond. We should not tolerate
this careless vandalism. 

The 400 new trees will make
it an even better public
environment than the one which
went before it."

FFOOUURR  HHUUNNDDRREEDD  nneeww  ttrreeeess  aarree  ttoo
bbee  ppllaanntteedd  aass  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee
rreeddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  OOxxffoorrdd  RRooaadd
ffoorrmmeerr  hhoossppiittaall  ssiittee  wwhhiicchh  wwiillll
ttrraannssffoorrmm  tthhee  aarreea. 

However, one of the developers
has been fined £14,000 for axing 45

Permit Parking Scheme improved as promised. Developers prosecuted as promised.

EELLEECCTTIIOONN  PPRROOMMIISSEE
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Your Councillors hold advice surgeries at Battle Library on the first Saturday of every month throughout the year - if you have a problem - or just want to chat - come along between 10:30am & 12noon - see you there

Dear
Residents.

We  are  pleased  to  present  our  latest  Annual
Report  to  you.  We  are  the  only  councillors  in
Reading  (or  anywhere  else,  as  far  as  we  know)
to  publish,  pay  for  and  deliver  such  a  report.  

Whether  you  voted  for  us  or  not,  or  agree
with  what  we  do,  we  are  still  your  ward
councillors  and  we  seek  to  represent  all
residents  in  Battle  ward  in  an  equal,  honest  and
responsible  fashion.

In the past year we
have campaigned for:

•  A  better  deal  for  parking  permit  holders.

•  A  medical  centre  for  the  Oxford  Road  
Community.

• Rejection  of  a  24  hr  booze  license  for  a  
garage  on  the  Oxford  Road.

• Local  residents  who  were  unhappy  to  
have  an  RSH  property  in  their  
neighbourhood.    

• The  best  possible  deal  for  local  people  
from  the  Battle  Hospital  Development.

•  An  alcohol  exclusion  zone  for  the  Oxford  
Road  area.

• To  prosecute  the  developers  of  the  Battle  
Hospital  site  for  cutting  down  trees
without  permission.

Kerb Crawling: what the law says

If you are caught kerb crawling in the Oxford Road area you
will get one of these turn up at work or at home.

Kerb  crawling  is  an  offence
under  section  1  of  the  Sexual
Offences  Act  1985.  It  is  an
indictable  offence  where  it  is
likely  to  cause  annoyance  or  is
persistent  behaviour.  

Offenders can be fined £1,000

and can be disqualified from

driving.

Tony Jones said: “Battle

councillors have argued for the

past two years that the police

need to use the powers

available to stamp out this

desperate community nuisance,

including writing to the

registered owners of vehicles

seen in the "hotspots" in clearly

marked Police envelopes -

regardless of whether they are

sent to a breakfast table or a

workplace”.

AA  vviissiitt  ttoo  PPaakkiissttaann

“Pakistan  has  a  lot  to  offer  the  world
community”.

These were the words of Cllr Chris
Maskell following his visit to Pakistan
in May 2006.

Chris said; “Wherever I went I was
treated with great courtesy and
kindness. My visit to Pakistan will live
on in my memory, I hope to go back.

Cllrs Chris Maskell, Riaz Chaudhary and Gul Khan

Town
remembers

July  7
At  a  Civic  ceremony

Deputy  Mayor  Cllr  Chris
Maskell  commemorates
the  victims  of  the    terrorist
bombings  of  7th  July
2005.

Heads bowed and
wiping away tears, crowds
of people gathered
outside Readings Civic
Offices to commemorate
those who died on the
London tube bombings.

At noon on Friday, July
7, one year after four
suicide bombers blew up
three tube trains and a bus
in London, townsfolk
joined mourners across
the country for a two
minute silence in honour
of the dead.

Alcohol exclusion
zone extended Signs  area  a  joke

An  extension  to  the  alcohol  exclusion  zone  has
come  to  Battle  ward.

Battle councillors have succeeded in
persuading Thames Valley Police and Reading
Borough Council to extend the Town Centre
alcohol exclusion zone to in include the greater
Oxford Road area.

Tony Jones says; “We don’t want drunks on our
streets, they are offensive and intimidating. Anti
Social Behaviour is nearly always fuelled by
alcohol. Having the exclusion zone extended the
Police will have powers to confiscate alcohol and
tackle ASB in a way they have not been able to do
before”.

He said; “Local people and shop keepers alike
have told me they are in favour of the Oxford Road
area becoming an alcohol exclusion zone”.

2244hhrr  lliicceennssee  rreejjeecctteedd  
bbyy  BBaattttllee  ccoommmmuunniittyy

BBaattttllee  ccoouunncciilllloorrss  iinn  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  wwiitthh  llooccaall
rreessiiddeennttss  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  iinn  tthheeiirr  bbiidd  ttoo  ppeerrssuuaaddee
RReeaaddiinngg  BBoorroouugghh  CCoouunncciill’’ss  lliicceennssiinngg
CCoommmmiitttteeee  ttoo  rreejjeecctt  aann  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ffrroomm  tthhee
TTeexxaaccoo  ggaarraaggee  oonn  tthhee  OOxxffoorrdd  RRooaadd  ttoo  sseellll  bboooozzee
2244hhrr  aa  ddaayy..  

Cllr Tom Crisp said; “I and my fellow
councillors were appaled at the irresponsibility
behind this application as 24 availability of
drinks and food and take away facilities can only
act as a magnet for undesirable elements in the
area.

We are delighted that Thames Valley Police
supported our objection.

We  continue  to  work  with  our  constituents
through  the  Oxford  Road  Forum.

The  Oxford  Road  Forum  is  unique  town

wide  and  nationally.  It  allows  local  people  to

express  their  views  frankly,  publicly  and  in  full

view  of  the  local  media.

CChhrriiss  hhaass  ttoolldd  TThhaammeess  VVaalllleeyy  PPoolliiccee  tthhaatt  tthhee    ssiiggnnss
wwaarrnniinngg  aaggaaiinnsstt  aannttii  ssoocciiaall  bbeehhaavviioouurr  iinn  WWeesstteerrnn  EEllmmss
AAvveennuuee  aarree  nnoo  ssuubbssttiittuuttee  ffoorr  ccoonncceerrtteedd  ppoolliiccee  aaccttiioonn..  

He said: “Our police must make the Oxford Road
community a No-Go area for kerb crawlers. I want to
see an effective and sustainable plan of action that
will rid us of sex workers and ensure future
generations do not have to suffer the kind of vile anti
social behaviour we are seeing in our community”.

For  all  the  latest  information,  visit  one  of  Reading's  best  councillor  websites:

http://www.cllrchrismaskell.com


