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£1.48 million success

created as will a dedicated
children's library area. 

The lottery funding will also
enable the council to introduce
the first biomass (wood) fired
heating system in a building
within Reading Borough. This will
help reduce fuel costs and reduce
carbon emissions to very low
levels. A green roof will also be

installed, to insulate the library
building and provide a much
needed habitat for wild birds. 

Cllr Tony Jones, said: 'The
lottery award is fantastic news.
The award is very well deserved
and reflects the hard work of the
manager and other staff, working
together with the local community.' 

WWEESSTT  RREEAADDIINNGG  wwiillll  ggeett  aa
lliibbrraarryy  ffiitt  ffoorr  tthhee  2211sstt  CCeennttuurryy,,
tthhaannkkss  ttoo  aa  ££11,,446699,,880088  ccaasshh  bboooosstt
ffrroomm  tthhee  NNaattiioonnaall  LLootttteerryy..  

Battle Library in Oxford Road
will receive the money to
transform the facility into a focal
point at the heart of the
community. The funding means
that the Library will be able to
expand its existing services to
include a community and story
telling wall and create more space
for community events and
meetings. 

New services in the new look
library, could include a homework
club, maths and science club,
English classes, parenting classes,
an IT based study support scheme
for primary age children, children's
art and craft sessions, health
education displays and self-
development classes. A
community garden will also beYour Local Councillors Working all year round in Battle Ward

Battle Ward Campaign Team
COUNCILLOR TONY JONES                               
phone: 986 4474 email:tony.jones@reading.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR TOM CRISP                               
phone: 957 5594 email: tom.crisp@reading.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR CHRIS MASKELL
phone: 957 3993 email: chris.maskell@reading.gov.uk

Write to: Reading Borough Council, FREEPOST Nat6730
Civic Centre, Reading RG1 7TD

Councillor Advice
We hold regular advice surgeries throughout the year.

Our Surgeries are held on the

FIRST SATURDAY OF 
EVERY MONTH

at 
Battle Library 10:30 am to 12 noon

No need to book just come along and have a chat. 
Let us Know what your concerns are. 

Meetings are confidential
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Battle Library will 
become even better

Back the Police full
wage deal

New Time Capsule for
Battle Library

A  SLICE  of  life  in  the  21st  Century  was
buried  in  West  Reading.

The time capsule was lowered into the
ground beside Battle Library in Oxford Road
exactly 100 years after a similar container
was sunk into the building's foundations.

The Victorian memento has yet to be
unearthed but Reading mayor Councillor

Chris Maskell and librarian Marjorie McClure
were on hand to lay a new stainless steel
capsule on Tuesday 10 October 2007.

Featuring objects such as a mobile
phone, a selection of coins, a copy of both
local news papers, photographs of the
library and a model of a Reading bus, the
container is designed to spend at least a
century underground.

Cllr Maskell said: "Hopefully in 100 years
or more people will be able to get a flavour
of what life was like in the year 2007."

NEWS  THAT  Home  Office
minister  Jacqui  Smith  is  set  to
ignore  the  independent
arbitrator  and  cut  the  Police's
wage  deal  to  1.9%  has
outraged  Battle  councillors.

Battle councillors say; "A fair
increase had been set at 2.5%,
but now the minister seems
intent on delaying payment and
devaluing the deal. How can we
trust her on anything else? We
rely on the police to do their
best for us - I think the
government should do the best
by them in return".

"Isn't it wrong that the deal is
to be paid in full to the police
officers in Gordon Brown's
Scottish constituency, but not
to those who guard him in
Downing Street".

What we said last year

You know it makes sense
TTHHAANNKKSS  ttoo  tthhee  ssuuppppoorrtt  aanndd  eeffffoorrttss  ooff  llooccaall  rreessiiddeennttss  tthheerree  hhaass

bbeeeenn  aa  sshhaarrpp  rriissee  iinn  tthhee  ttoowwnn’’ss  rreeccyycclliinngg  rraatteess  ffrroomm  2222%%  ttoo  3355%%..  

However, Battle councillors recognised that the new scheme
would not suite everyone.

In some streets the provision of bins has caused concerns and
there are   problems with wheeled bins and sacks being left on the
pavement on non-collection days, as front gardens are too small to
accommodate the bins.  These can cause great inconvenience to
pedestrians - particularly wheelchair users, people with visual
impairment, or those with young children in prams or pushchairs. 

In order to alleviate this problem Battle Councillors requested a
review of refuse collections in Battle Ward. As a result landfill
waste collection from some properties will only be collected if
contained in a black sack. Recycling collections can still use the 55
litre box containers previously supplied by the council (but not red
wheeled bins). 

Waste should be presented for collection weekly in sacks on the
edge of the property no earlier than the evening before collection.
Recycling collections will remain fortnightly. Collection days will
remain the same.



Your Councillors hold advice surgeries at Battle Library on the first Saturday of every month throughout the year - if you have a problem - or just want to chat - come along between 10:30am & 12noon - see you there

“We  want  Cow  Lane  bridges  sorted  out.”
That  is  what  we  said  in  our  2005  councillors
report.

We can now report that plans have been
unveiled which shows how the misery of the
Cow Lane bridges will soon to be a thing of
the past. 

Following agreement to fund the
redevelopment at Reading railway station, the
improvement package to end this local bottle
neck has also been included as part of the
£515m package. 

The plan would see a new bridge at Scours
Lane linking the Oxford Road with a new road
running to Richfield Avenue. Work could start
in 2009 and be completed by 2011.

£1.48
M i l l i o n
Battle Library 

upgrade

£1.5
M i l l i o n

New Medical Centre

£12,000
Upgrade for 

Kennsington Park Car Park

£25,000
New Play equipment for 

Kennsington Park

£90,000
New windows for 

Oxford Road School

END TO COW
LANE MISERY

COW  LANE  allotment  holders  have  been
protesting  against  the  impact  of  the  Reading
Station  upgrade  plans,  which  will  see  an
Oxford  Road  by-ppass  road  being  built  across
their  rented  plots.  

The scheme will bring major benefits to
the quality of life of people in West Reading
with a significant reduction of traffic and
pollution along the Oxford Road as well as
easing congestion and enabling major rail
improvements. 

However, this will be disruptive to
allotment holders, although the council will
be reproviding lost allotment space within
Reading and offering Cow Lane holders a
number of alternatives, including new
allotments at nearby Scours Lane. 

Battle councillors are determined to keep
an open dialogue with the allotment holders,
listen to their views and keep them informed
of any plans as they develop.

COW LANE
ALLOTMENT PLANS

keep in touch with
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NO MORE TESCO ON THE
OXFORD ROAD

RETAIL  giant  Tesco  plans  to  open  another  branch  less  than  a  mile  from  its  huge  new  Oxford  Road
supermarket.

Local activist Gul Khan said he was “disappointed and disheartened” that another Tesco would be coming
to the area. He said: “Tesco has a big trading influence and although I welcome the development of the
superstore, I think there is a fear that Tesco could completely monopolise the local market. The bigger store
is where people will go to do their weekly shop but a convenience store will be direct competition. Tesco
have consistently said they are not in the business of putting local traders out of business but given this latest
move by this grocery giant, can we believe them? I think not. Let us fight their latest attempt to kill off all
opposition which will leave us with very little choice where we shop”.

Battle councillors are against this new
development, register your opposition.
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Delivered!
IInn  22000077  BBaattttllee  CCoouunncciilllloorrss  pprroommiisseedd  ttoo  ggeett  CCCCTTVV  ffoorr

KKeennssiinnggttoonn  PPaarrkk,,  tthheeyy  ddiidd..

After a long hard struggle with the authorities Battle
councillors have succeeded at getting CCTV installed in
Kensington Park. Battle councillors  responded to
residents complaints about anti social behaviour in the
park. The camera will be in operation before the end of
April 2008. In addition the park is covered by a dispersal
order which gives the police power to stop people
gathering in gangs

Councillor Tony Jones said: “We had hoped to install
the unit at the junction of Prince of Wales Avenue and
Kensington Road unfortunately this was not practical. Its
siting means that the camera is clear of trees and has
unobstructed views of the car park and St Marks church. 

Those who want to indulge in anti social behaviour
should now be aware they will be under surveillance. 

Anti social behaviour in the park has been a problem
for some time. I am disappointed that it has taken so
long to persuade the authorities to install CCT, however,
installation of CCTV does not signal the end of our work
in the park.


