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Chris Maskell 
Gul Khan
Sarah Hacker Labour

Labour Working all year round in Battle Ward
YOUR BATTLE WARD TEAM

Councillor Chris Maskell 0781 4152865 - email: chris.maskell@reading.gov.uk - www.cllrchrismaskell.com

Councillor Gul Khan 957 4474 - email: gul.khan@reading.gov.uk

Councillor Sarah Hacker 07794 886174 - email: sarah.hacker@reading.gov.uk - cllrsarahhacker.blogspot.com

Connaught and Cranbury 
to be resurfaced

Oxford Road resurfacing. We want answers

These will become a things of the past

At the start of the year my colleagues 
and I asked Reading Borough Council 
to repair the potholes in Cranbury 
Road and Connaught Road amongst 
others. This they did very quickly but 
we didn’t think it was enough.

We have reported potholes wherever we 
have found them in Battle ward. Most 
of the time a simple repair is sufficient. 

Before the town’s Tory led coalition seized control last May it had been agreed that   
a section of the Oxford Road between Western Elms Avenue and Wantage Road 
would be resurfaced.

Chris said: “Battle councillors have been assured the resurfacing will happen. We know 
the money was set aside for this work but know one will tell us when it will happen. 
Battle councillors will not let this drop”. 

The last couple of winters have opened 
up previous repairs, given the severity 
of the winters that was not surprising. 
The most encouraging aspect of pothole 
repair has been the prompt response to 
our requests.

In the case of Connaught Hill and 
Cranbury Hill the situation was a little 
different. The road surfaces on both hills 
had deteriorated to such an extent that 
patching them up was no longer a viable 
solution. We decided that the only long-
term solution was to resurface them. 
We wrote to Reading Borough Council 
asking for these roads to be resurfaced.

I am pleased to say that is what is going 
to happen and about time too.

Chris Maskell
5th May - Vote

A local man standing up 
for local people

Chris was born in the ward he has represented since 2001. Between 1976 and 1982 he 
lived and worked in Derbyshire where both of his daughters were born. In 1982 he moved 
to Beecham Road where he still lives. His daughters attended local schools, Wilson 
Primary and Meadway Comprehensive. After leaving Meadway they both went to Reading 
University. His eldest daughter Sarah is also a councillor in Battle Ward.

Chris was secretary and election organiser for Battle Branch Labour Party for eleven 
years before being elected councillor for Battle ward in 2001. It was his controversial and 
ground breaking recommendations to Cabinet in 2003 that saw the creation of the “Your 
Reading” campaign from which emerged many of the town’s environmental initiatives that 
are still relevant today.

Chris Maskell X



The Meccano lights on the Oxford Road, 
loved by some, disliked by many, have 
gone. Few will realise their removal 
was one of the first actions taken by the 
Oxford Road Area Study Group. 

The Oxford Road Area Study Group 
was set up by Labour to consider how 
the Oxford Road could be improved, in 
particular  Battle Ward, which is at the 
heart of the Oxford Road community.

There are many actions the group are 
recommending to help the appearance and 
safety of the Oxford Road. 

Chris and his fellow Labour councillors’ 
have asked that all the agreed 
recommendations should be rolled out for 
public consultation before any work takes 
place. 

Battle councillors do a lot of work for their constituents on a very private and personal 
level. They will never tell you about that part of their work and quite right too. 

They will tell you about the bigger projects they are working on but they will rarely tell you 
about the smaller things. Here is a tiny selection from over 50 minor things they have dealt 
with on your behalf since January 2011.

Making Oxford Road 
a better place

No job too big or too small

Controversial railings are next in line for removal

With the support of a 
fantastic local resident 
Chris has fought off 
another Tesco attempt 
to take advantage of 
the Battle community.

Vehicles delivering to 
Tesco are constrained to delivery times 
set out in a planning agreement with 
Reading Borough Council. Recently they 
have sought to by-pass that agreement by 
seeking permission to take part in a trial 
quiet deliveries scheme.  The proposed 
trial would have meant that Tesco could

have made one 
delivery to their store 
at around 5.00 am.

Battle councillors 
opposed this scheme 
from the start on the 
basis that Tesco are 

not conforming to their original planning 
agreement with Reading Borough 
Council. Chris said: “It has become 
clear Tesco are abusing their current 
agreements so how can we possibly trust 
them on any future agreements”.

Another community win

Tesco must respect our community

The Forbury Cenotaph, it seems,  
has become the forgotten place for 
remembrance.

Chris said: “I was disappointed to learn 
from a member of the Royal British 
Legion that the Forbury Cenotaph 
was being neglected as a place for 
Remembrance. Like many others I 
am acutely aware of those people who 
sacrificed their lives so we can live in 
peace. 

At the last full council meeting I moved a motion to council calling on Reading Borough 
Council to re-instate the Forbury Cenotaph as a formal place for Remembrance. I am 
pleased to say my motion to council received all-party support”.

A fitting memorial

Forbury Cenotaph to be given the prominence it deserves

These tyres had 
been around for 
weeks until Battle 
councillors had 
them removed.

This mattress 
welcomed visitors 
to Reading until 
Battle councillors 
got it taken away.

This business let 
things slip until 
Battle councillors 
stepped in.

This fence in 
Portman Road was 
not repaired until 
Battle councillors 
insisted it was.


