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BATTLE COUNCILLOR’S ADVICE SURGERY
First Saturday of the month except Christmas and Bank Holidays at Battle Library, 10.30 am to 12 noon

No need to book, just come along and have a chat.  MEETINGS ARE CONFIDENTIAL

Chris Maskell 
Gul Khan
Sarah Hacker

Labour Working all year round in Battle Ward
YOUR BATTLE WARD TEAM

Councillor Chris Maskell 0781 4152865 - email: chris.maskell@reading.gov.uk - www.cllrchrismaskell.com

Councillor Gul Khan 957 4474 - email: gul.khan@reading.gov.uk

Councillor Sarah Hacker 0781 4152865 - email: sarah.hacker@reading.gov.uk - cllrsarahhacker.blogspot.com

Sarah’s Blog is up 
and running

Sarah Hacker has created her 
own Blog site. Sarah said: “I us 
emy Blog to report on the kind 
of things I am doing for the 
Battle community. I also find it 
is a good way of keeping people 
informed about issues that affect 
Battle Ward. My Blog also gives 
people the opportunity to leave a 
comment”. You can follow what 
Sarah is doing on:

cllrsarahhacker.blogspot.com

Community success

This looks like a good strong gate

Some of the worst potholes in the ward
Dominos Pizza have erected 
new gates at the entrance to 
their back  yard. 

Their original gates, which were 
in a serious state of disrepair, 

eventually completely collapsed. 
Battle councillors asked the 
council to do something about it. 

Chris said: “It was by working 
with a group of local residents 
that I was able to put sufficient 
pressure on the council to get 
something done about these 
gates. The work took longer than 
it should have but at least it is 
done now. It is very satisfying 
when you can get something done 
with the support of local people”.  

Battle councillors say the Oxford 
Road car park by the new shops is 
dangerous.

Sarah said: “This car park gets 
very busy and is often over 
crowded. There are parking 
restrictions but I doubt if they are 

These shocking pictures show 
the state of the road at the 
bottom of Connaught Hill.

Battle councillors got the holes 
repaired fairly quickly. However, 
they believe the road has 
deteriorated to such an extent it 
is in need of resurfacing. Chris 
said: ”We are pleased the council 
responded quickly to our request 
to have the potholes repaired 

Time to resurface! but that is not enough. As the 
road is in such a poor state of 
repair we have asked for it to be 
resurfaced.”  

Car park is a danger

enforced. I have asked the council 
to get it sorted out before there is 
a serious accident”.



Milano Pizza applied to the council for permission to trade until 3am. 
Local residents objected to this and Battle councillors took up their 
case. 

Battle councillors argued that Battle ward was predominantly residential. 
They insisted that the needs of the majority, the residents, should 
outweigh the needs of the minority, the traders. Chris said: “The Oxford 
Road should not be allowed to become an extreme late night economy.
We asked the licensing committee to refuse the application unfortunately  
they agreed to grant an extension to 1am”. Sarah said:”The extra hour is 
disappointing but at least the committee only granted an extension of one 
hour not three which they were entitled to do”.

Extension to opening hours challenged.

Fly tippers beware!

This Job can be fun! No more Tesco please

No news on salt bins

Some people are getting into 
the habit of fly tipping around 
the Kensington Park recycling 
point.

Sarah said: “I contacted the council 
who have cleared away the mess 
and I also asked that something be 
done about this recurrent problem. 

I have since been contacted by 
the council who have said that in 
the near future there will be signs 
going up reminding people what 
can be recycled in these recycling 
bins and that the dumping of any 
other rubbish is an offence.  

Where the tippers have been 
identified there have been warning 
letters sent and, in one case, a 
fixed penalty notice was issued.  
Reading Borough Council and the 
councillors of Battle ward will not 
tolerate this kind of anti-social 
behaviour.

Cllr Chris Maskell was asked by 
a local play group to be Santa.

Chris told Into Battle: “I did two 
sessions, morning and afternoon 
and it was a real pleasure. Staff 
at the play group prepared the 
children for the arrival of Santa 
and waited for parents to arrive 
and be seated before I was called 
in with the presents. 

It all went really well. The 
children were excellent and I 
think the parents thought I really 
was Santa Claus as they seemed to 
be just as excited as the children. 
Sometimes being a politician can 
be fun

Plans to open another Tesco 
Express opposite Oxford Road 
School on the Oxford Road have 
been refused.

Chris, who sits on the council’s 
planning committee, voted with 
other Labour councillors to reject 
Tesco’s plans. Sarah said “Battle 
councillors support the view of 
local people and businesses that 
another Tesco in the area would 
be inappropriate. We hope Tesco 
will take on board the opposition 
to their plans and not appeal the 
decision”.

Before the snow came Battle 
councillors wrote to the 
lead member for transport 
requesting salt bins for the top 
of Western Elms, Connaught 
and Cranbury.

Thus far there has been no 
response despite writing a second 
letter.  Watch this space!

People should be more responsible

Even my grandson didn’t recognised me


