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Landlord targeted
Over the last twenty years or so we have 
seen many properties in Battle ward 
converted into flats, bed sits and HMOS 
(house of multiple occupancy) and there 
are also many family properties owned by 
landlords.

Some people choose to rent, others find they 
are unable to afford their own property. What 
ever the reason for renting accommodation in 
Reading tenants are entitled to get full value 
for the rent they pay their landlords. Most 
landlords take their responsibilities seriously 
but some do not.

Into Battle is therefore delighted to learn that 
Reading Borough Council has been able to 
prosecute one of the bad ones who will have 
to pay £2,125 in fines and £1,815 costs to 
Reading Borough Council after admitting he 
failed to keep a property in East Reading in a 
fit state for tenants.

This is only one landlord but we have no 
doubt there are others out there abusing 
their tenants. If you know of a bad landlord 
or suspect a landlord is not fulfilling their 
obligations to a tenant, contact Reading 
Borough Council on: 0118 937 3737

Success at last
Fly-tipping in Gloucester Road that 
was on private land has finally been 
cleared.

Often Battle councillors are asked by 
residents to get fly-tipping removed or 
get rubbish in a front garden cleaned up. 
However, what most people do not know 
is that if something is on private land 
Reading Borough Council is not allowed 
to touch it. Unless there is some kind of 
hazard or there is vermin there is little 
they can do except try to persuade the 
owners to deal with the problem.

Occasionally pressure from councillors 
can be effective. Into Battle is pleased 
to report that some fly-tipping on 
private land that was reported for the 
first time last year has been removed 
following persistent pressure from 
Battle councillors.

Oxford Road 
a disgrace

In the last few weeks Battle councillors 
have reported several cases of fly-
tipping on the Oxford Road.

Cllr Sarah Hacker said: “Over a very short 
period of time I and my fellow councillors 
have reported a number of cases of fly-
tipping along the Oxford Road. 

‘The Oxford Road is a major gateway into 
our town and should set the tone for 
visitors. Uncaring individuals and some 
businesses are abusing the Oxford Road 
by dumping their rubbish. 

‘This practice is totally unacceptable and 
we will be campaigning to get the council 
to do something about it”. 

Chris Maskell 
Gul Khan
Sarah Hacker Labour

Labour Working all year round in Battle Ward
YOUR BATTLE WARD TEAM

Councillor Chris Maskell 0781 4152865 - email: chris.maskell@reading.gov.uk - cllrchrismaskell.wordpress.com
Councillor Gul Khan 957 4474 - email: gul.khan@reading.gov.uk - cllrgulkhan.blogspot.com

Councillor Sarah Hacker 07794 886174 - email: sarah.hacker@reading.gov.uk - cllrsarahhacker.blogspot.com

BATTLE COUNCILLOR’S ADVICE SURGERY
First Saturday of the month at Battle Library: 10.30 am to 12 noon

No need to book, just come along and have a chat.  MEETINGS ARE CONFIDENTIAL

Join us and help shape our country’s future 
Do you feel the same way we do about the kind of Britain you want to live in?

A Britain where there is a first-class health service free at the point of use; where 
education is always a priority; and where you and your family are treated equally and can 
feel safe and secure.

Join us and be part of our journey. Maybe you already vote Labour at election time? 
Maybe you have thought about joining but not actually done it? Maybe you think you are too 
youngº, too old or too busy? Maybe it’s because nobody has asked you. We’re asking you now.

I don’t want to join but I would like to help

Please cut out and return to: 
Battle Branch Labour Party Secretary, 22 Barnwood Close, Reading RG30 1BY

!

Deliver leaflets Door to door canvassing Telephone canvassing

Stuffing envelopes Data inputting General campaigning
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Join online at: http://secure2.labour.org.uk/join/ or tick here  

Name ............................................................................................................................

Address ........................................................................................................................

Email ....................................................................................  Tel .................................

Gul to stand in May elections
Into Battle is pleased to announce Gul Khan is Labour’s candidate for 

this year’s council elections on May 3rd.

Gul was elected to represent Battle Ward as a Labour councillor in 2008. He 
is interested in education and young people, the environment, community and 
issues that concern pensioners. He has served on the Education & Children’s 
Services Scrutiny Panel, the Environment Scrutiny Panel, Reading Compact, 
SACRE, Access Forum, Green City & Open Spaces Forum, Pensioner Working 
Group and Older Persons Partnership. 

In 2010 he was elected Mayor of Reading. On becoming Mayor he said:  “I believe very strongly that 
when I signed on the dotted line it was as a public servant not just as a councillor. “Service to the public 
is the most important thing that I stand for.”

Gul Said: “I am proud to have played my part alongside my fellow Labour councillors in helping to 
make our ward a good place to live. Together with local people we have achieved a great deal but that 
is no reason to sit back and relax. We must continue to build on our success and strive to make Battle 
Ward a place fit for the 21st Century”. You can follow what Gul is doing for you on: 

cllrgulkhan.blogspot.com

A consultation to gather local 
views on the things that affect 
people’s health and well-being 
in Reading has begun. A series 
of public meetings will be held 
across the town and there is a 
questionnaire for people to fill 
in on-line and hard copy.

‘Let’s Talk Health’ is part of 
the Council’s ‘Working Better 
With You’ initiative, and will 
involve asking local residents 
to complete a questionnaire 
and attend discussion events 
across the town to identify how 
public health services can be 
more responsive to local needs. 
Among the questions being 

Councillor Gul Khan

posed are:

- How well do local services 
support you to improve your 
health? 

- What are the things that 
are most important to the 
health and well-being of you 

and your family? 

- How good or bad are local 
services like GPs, dentists, local 
hospitals, pharmacies, mental 
health etc?

- There will also be a special 
‘select committee-type’ event 
in which the public and health 
professionals will have an 
opportunity to talk about key 
health and well-being issues.

Paper questionnaires, 
will be available at libraries, 
leisure centres and other 
council buildings, as well as GP 
surgeries, dentists and local 
hospitals. 

You can find out more and fill in 
the on-line questionnaire at: 
http://www.reading.gov.uk/

cllrchrismaskell.wordpress.com

Action on dog fouling overdue

Chris has a new blog site. 
You can now follow him on:

Inconsiderate dog walkers who fail to clean up their pet’s mess could fall 
foul of the council if a trial scheme in Whitley is successful. Dog mess across 
the ward is a growing problem. To help tackle the problem money for an extra 
dog warden was agreed at the recent budget meeting.

Each year thousands of complaints are received by local authorities nationally 
about dog mess. While the majority of owners are responsible and pick up after 
their dog, a careless few are still giving dog owners a bad name. 

Locally, Reading Borough Council’s recent ‘We Need To Talk’ consultation 
showed one of the major areas Reading residents wanted strong action on were 
anti-social dog walkers who failed to clean up after their pets. 

Gul said: ‘It is not a surprise that the recent ‘We Need to Talk’ consultation 
highlighted dog mess as one of people’s major bugbears. We as councillors 
regularly receive complaints about it. I hope this small initiative in Whitley can be 
replicated in Battle ward in the near future”.



ONLY LABOUR STANDS UP FOR THE BATTLE WARD COMMUNITY

Battle councillors’ anger at PCT decision
What Battle councillors said in 2005

Article from our 2005/2006 annual councillor report: 
http://cllrchrismaskell.wordpress.com/councillor-reports/

The long promised £1.5 million medical centre has been axed by West Berks PCT as part of Government cuts to the NHS 

Battle councillors have 
discovered that the West 
Berks Primary Care Trust 
(PCT) has decided not to 
go ahead with the long 
promised Medical Centre on 
the old Battle Hospital site.

They have said they want 
the S106 money, which was to 
be spent on the Medical Centre, 
to spend else where in the NHS, 
helping to offset Government 
cuts to the NHS. Battle 
councillors, In partnership with 

former Battle councillor Tony 
Jones and former West Reading 
MP Martin Salter, worked with 
the Oxford Road community to 
have a medical centre built.

Gul Khan said: “This is a 
devastating blow to the Oxford 
Road Community. We believe 
the Coalition Government 
is “cleaning up” the NHS in 
preparation to sell off the 
profitable bits to the highest 
bidders wherever they may 
be in the world but only time 

We are very fortunate to have 
some of the town’s best play 
facilities in Battle Ward. These are 
valuable public spaces and should 
be cherished.

will tell. However, what we do 
know is, cuts to the NHS are 
happening now even though 
the Coalition Government’s NHS 
reform bill has not yet passed 
into legislation. What the PCT is 
proposing is a disgrace.”

Battle councillors have 
committed to challenge these 
proposals. They have said they 
have asked Reading Borough 
Council to with hold the section 
106 funding while they consult 
local people on how they think 
the money should be spent. 

Gul has reported this broken fence rail in Portman Road. On face 
value this may not seem very important. 

However, many of you may recall how travellers would regularly 
set up camp along Portman Road and how they would leave the 
area when they moved on. Clearing up the mess they left behind 
them cost Council Tax payers thousands of pounds annually. Since 
the introduction of fencing along the length of Portman Road, at the 
request of Battle councillors, we have not seen travellers setting up 
camp. It is important that any breach in the fence is repaired promptly.

Gul spotted this breach in the fence when he was out on one of his 
regular ward walkabouts.

Some said it would never happen

We must be vigilant
Beresford Park 

clean-up requested

Battle councillors remember when they first started 
campaigning to get Cow Lane sorted out, many people were 
sceptical and said it would never happen. You can imagine how 
pleased they are to be able to say, yes it will. 

Over the Christmas period the Salisbury Road bridge was 
replaced with a new 1,600 ton bridge allowing two way traffic, 
pedestrian and cycle access. 

This was the first phase of a building programme that will 
eventually see the end to ‘Cow Lane misery’ which is what our 
local press like to call it. Once completed in 2015 Cow Lane will 
be opened up to normal traffic and will provide a safe route for 
pedestrians and cyclists.

What was said in 2005

Article from our 2005/2006 annual councillor report: http://cllrchrismaskell.wordpress.com/councillor-reports/

What was said in 2008

Article from our 2008/2009 annual councillor report: 
http://cllrchrismaskell.wordpress.com/councillor-reports/

A number of local people have 

expressed their concerns about the 

maintenance of Beresford Road Park 

and so Gul decided to take a look for 

himself.

The play equipment and the all 

weather pitch were in good order and 

the general appearance of the park is 

good. However, it is not until he explored 

the higher shrub populated parts of the 

park that his impression changed.

In amongst the shrubbery he found 

evidence of anti-social behaviour. 

Empty cans of strong lager, a used 

condom, a used needle, fly tipping 

and general litter. This kind of thing is 

unwelcome anywhere in the ward but 

is totally unacceptable in a play park.

He has written to Reading Borough 

Council requesting them to have the 

litter and fly tipping removed. He has  

also asked them to clear away the 

shrubbery on the high parts of the 

playground to deny cover to those 

who indulge in anti-social behaviour.

The play area is in good order but a lot of work 
needs doing high up on the banks

The current Cow Lane route would 
then become a dedicated public 
transport corridor. 

Cllr John Howarth, lead councillor 
for transport, said: “One of the virtues 
of this scheme is that by going under 
one bridge you have a more cost 
effective solution when compared to 
going under two.

Widening the existing route would 
start at £15 million. The newly 
proposed scheme, which could start 
within the next two years, would cost 
in the region of £8 million”.

Battle councillor Tony Jones 
said: “This news is very welcome. 
Cow Lane bridges has been a joke 
for too long, motorists are frustrated 
and pedestrians and cyclists have 
been putting themselves in danger 
everytime they use the route. Battle 
councillors will keep up the pressure 
to make sure this scheme happens”.

Battle councillors Tony Jones, Tom Crisp and Chris Maskell have been 
campaigning hard over the last few years to get Cow Lane bridges orted 
out once and for all.

Reading Borough Council have finally come up with a scheme that will 
see a new road being built which will by-pass the existing Cow Lane bridges.

We want Cow Lane bridges sorted out

Battle Councillors are committed to engage the local community in the decision making process

Having successfully campaigned 

for the bridges to be upgraded 

Battle councillors were disappointed 

to find that Network Rail had 

completely ignored the needs of 

pedestrians and cyclists. 

Gul Khan said: “The point of 

campaigning to have Cow Lane bridges 

up-graded was to provide safe access 

to Rivermead 

and the Thames, 

denying pedestrian 

and cyclist access 

would have been 

a backward step 

and a hammer 

blow to the Battle 

community”. 

Chris said “Gul and I were delighted 

when we were informed that our 

campaign had been successful and 

that Network Rail had decided to 

approve a new rail flyover scheme 

that would allow Cow Lane to stay 

New bridges for 
Cow Lane a reality

Cllr Gul Khan, MP Martin Salter and Chris Maskell campaigned for pedestrian access to new bridges

open for pedestrians and cyclists”.  

Tony Page, Lead Councillor for 

Planning and Transport, said: 

The Council  received strong 

representations from some local 

residents and cyclists supported 

by their local councillors and the 

Reading West MP Martin Salter, about 

the loss of the Cow Lane route.  We 

undertook to 

ensure that these 

concerns were 

fully reflected in 

Network Rail’s 

revised plan. 

This will involve 

rebuilding both 

Cow Lane bridges 

to allow full two-way working, at a 

height which will enable double-deck 

buses and lorries to use the road, 

and therefore the removal of all 

traffic lights. The new pedestrian and 

cycling provision will improve safety 

and accessibility in this area”. 


