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New light
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B  attle Library is going to be bigger,  

brighter and better thanks to a         

£1.4 million grant from the BIG Lottery. 

Final approval for the grant was received on      

21 July 2008.

Battle Library was constructed in 1907 and is 

an important landmark building and community 

building in the Oxford Road. The library is used 

by hundreds of residents every week and all 

are set to benefit from the transformation. 

Just some of improvements in store on top of 

a completely refurbished interior, are a new 

outdoor reading patio space at the back, 

opened up staff areas for library use, new 

toilets (child & disabled friendly) even a sedum 

roof. 

Children will benefit from a new messy play 

area, a modernised children’s library and a 

story telling wall. 

Another Tesco is not 
wanted 

A planning application for a 

new Tesco Express store and 

12 residential flats above on 

the Oxford Road has been 

withdrawn by the applicant.  No 

reason has been provided as to 

why the application has been 

withdrawn, but the applicant is 

not required to do so.

Chris said: “Gul and I had 

reservations about the impact 

another Tesco store would 

have on the wider Oxford Road 

community. When we first 

heard about their plan to open 

another store we consulted the 

local business community, their 

response was quite clear, one 

Tesco on the Oxford Road was 

enough.

Making Battle Safer 

Richmond Road - Gating of an 

alley has been completed.

Salisbury Road / Beresford 

Road Park - A bid for funding to 

gate an alley behind properties 

has been made. 

Catherine Street - The alley 

between Beresford Road 

and Valentia Street is being 

considered for gating.

Stanley Grove - A request for 

gating an alley has been made.

The Library was closed  on Saturday 18 

October 2008 to carry out the improvements, 

re-opening in the Summer 2009. 

A Battle Library Project Board was established 

to oversee the renovation project and has been 

meeting regularly, consulting with residents and 

library users. 

The project board consists of councillors, 

representatives from the local community and 

Reading Borough Council officers. 

Battle councillors Chris Maskell and Gul Khan 

agreed that this was one of the most important 

community projects to happen in the ward for 

many years. Chris said: “We got the money for 

the Library on merit. The Library has become a 

focus for our community and it is entirely fitting 

that this should be recognised”.

Chris Maskell 
& Gul Khan Labour

Your Local Councillors Working all year round in Battle Ward
BATTLE WARD 

CAMPAIGN TEAM
COUNCILLOR CHRIS MASKELL

phone: 957 4474 - email: chris.maskell@reading.gov.uk

www.cllrchris.maskell.com

COUNCILLOR GUL KHAN
phone: 957 4474 - email: gul.khan@reading.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ADVICE
We hold regular advice surgeries throughout the year.

Our Surgeries are held on

FIRST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH
at Battle Library, 10.30 am to 12 noon

No need to book, just come along and have a chat.

 MEETINGS ARE CONFIDENTIAL

Oxford Road Primary School has had its windows refurbished. The listed school is over 100 

years old and the windows were showing their age. Following a £90k refurbishment they look as 

good as new.

Battle councillor Gul Khan said: “This is great news for everyone at the school. The staff have worked 

hard to create a caring environment within the school and provide first class standards of education 

for our youngsters. Now the light coming in can be as bright as those who work and learn there”.

Battle Library upgrade under wraps
Every one is looking forward to the unwrapping of our bigger, brighter and better Library

Review of Youth 
Provision 

Battle councillors have called 

for a review of youth provision 

in Battle ward and the West 

Reading area in general. 

There are a number of agencies 

working for  young people 

across West Reading. Some 

youth provision is provided 

by Reading Borough Council 

but much of it is provided by 

voluntary organisations. Many of 

the agencies, voluntary and paid 

engage in dialogue. In some 

situations RBC provides support 

but for the majority the youth 

sector relies heavily on the good 

will of the volunteers.

Battle councillors have got the 

backing of Cabinet to coordinate 

a review of youth provision 

across West reading. Chris 

Maskell said: “This is a pilot 

project. We intend to carry out a 

thorough review which will result 

in recommendations going back 

to Cabinet”.

Chris Maskell is just starting to get 

back into politics having taken a 

year off to concentrate his efforts on 

being Mayor of Reading.

Chris was Mayor from May 2007 until May 

2008. He took a year off work  so that he 

could fully concentrate his efforts on, as 

he put it, the most important job of his life. 

During his time as Mayor he attended over 

350 engagements and represented the town 

in Dusseldorf, Germany and Clonmel in 

Ireland.

Chris said: “The job of Mayor of Reading 

is thoroughly enjoyable. It is not hard work 

but it is very demanding. Dorothy and I had 

a fantastic year meeting brilliant Reading 

people and the guests of Reading.  However, 

I will never forget that without the support of 

the residents of Battle Ward constituency I 

could never have been Mayor and Dorothy 

and I would not have the many wonderful 

memories of our special year. I would like to 

thank the Battle ward community for making 

it possible, I will never be able to adequately 

express my gratitude, thank you”.

Thank you for a 
wonderful year

These are just a few of the many highlights from a wonderful year



New bridges for
Cow Lane a reality

Cllr Gul Khan, MP Martin Salter and Cllr Chris Maskell campaigned for pedestrian access to new bridges.

Having successfully campaigned 

for the bridges to be upgraded 

Battle councillors were disappointed 

to find that Network Rail had 

completely ignored the needs of 

pedestrians and cyclists. 

Gul Khan said: “The point of 

campaigning to have Cow Lane bridges 

up-graded was to provide safe access 

to Rivermead 

and the Thames, 

denying pedestrian 

and cyclist access 

would have been 

a backward step 

and a hammer 

blow to the Battle 

community”. 

Chris said “Gul and I were delighted 

when we were informed that our 

campaign had been successful and that 

Network Rail had decided to approve a 

new rail flyover scheme that would allow 

Kensington Park car park has been 

tidied up. Local residents who 

were concerned that the car park was 

being taken over by commercial vehicles 

contacted Battle councillors. 

Battle councillor Gul Khan said: “We found 

that drivers were using the car park as 

somewhere to park transit vans and mini 

buses over night. Some people were parking 

Parking in Barnwood Close had 

got out of hand so residents 

contacted Battle councillors.

Battle councillor Gul Khan said: “It 

looked as if the only people who could 

not park in the close were the residents 

themselves, cars were being parked all 

over the place. With the help of residents 

we were able to present to the council a 

on the grass verge and turning it into mud 

whilst others were using the car park as a 

dumping ground for their old cars or cars 

without tax. The car park is a community 

facility, clearly something had to be done”.

As a result of pressure from councillors 

rustic timber bollards have been installed 

along the grass verge preventing vehicles 

parking there. The verge will be re-stated 

with top soil and seed.

The height barriers have been repaired and 

can now be locked restricting the use of the 

car park to cars and small vans. A general 

tidy up of the site has also taken place.

Car park reclaimed for the community

Has anybody seen our bollards?

“The car park is a 
community facility, 

clearly something has 
to be done”

Where are the bollards?

very strong case for the introduction of a 

permit parking scheme.

The scheme has been in place for some 

time and is working well, unfortunately, 

bollards, to prevent parking on the grass 

verge, should have been installed when 

the parking scheme was introduced. 

We will be chasing the council to get the 

missing bollards installed”.   

Cllr Gul Khan, MP Martin Salter and Cllr Chris Maskell campaigned for pedestrian access to new bridges.

Positive action has been taken 

to prevent travellers camping in 

Portman Road.

For too long travellers have been getting 

away with blue murder in Portman Road.  

Residents who live adjacent to Portman 

Road have had to put up with the mess 

and intimidation they bring with them. 

One resident said: “Their 

behaviour is totally 

unacceptable, they just 

don’t care. They have no 

regard for local residents 

or their property. 

Cllr Chris Maskell said “I am delighted 

that the council has finally taken action 

to stop travellers setting up camp where 

ever they like. In partnership with Martin 

Property owners who allow their 

properties to fall into the hands of 

squatters must be held to account say 

Battle councillors.

When an empty property is occupied 

by squatters the Police and the council 

have to sort things out at considerable 

expense to council tax payers. 

No travellers here thank you!

Normal service 
resumed

Property owners must 
be held to account

Salter MP, Gul Khan and I had been 

pressing the council to take action. 

By taking this action, which is a one 

off cost to the council, homes and 

businesses will be more secure. It is 

hoped that resident who live adjacent 

to Portman Road will no longer be 

subjected to the anti-social behaviour 

travellers bring”.

Chris also said: “Preventing 

travellers from settling in the first 

place will mean that the council 

will not have to pick up the 

cost of going to court and then 

clearing the mess they leave behind. 

Whilst it has cost council tax payers a lot 

of money to take these measures, I am 

convinced that in the long term it is the 

most cost effective solution”.

  

  

Councillor Chris Maskell says: “Having 

squatters living next door is a traumatic 

and frightening experience. The quickest 

way to get squatters out is for the owner 

of the property to take immediate action 

through the courts. If they decide to leave 

it to the police and the council it can take 

months and cost tens of thousands of 

pounds, the police never get this money 

back. The police and the council must 

make irresponsible owners pay for their 

inaction”.

“Their behaviour is totally 
unacceptable, they just 

don’t care. They have no 
regard for local residents 

or their property”

Cow Lane to stay open for pedestrians 

and cyclists”.  

Tony Page, Lead Councillor for Planning 

and Transport, said: The Council  

received strong representations from 

some local residents and cyclists 

supported by their local councillors and 

the Reading West MP Martin Salter, 

about the loss of the Cow Lane route.  

We undertook to 

ensure that these 

concerns were fully 

reflected in Network 

Rail’s revised plan. 

This will involve 

rebuilding both 

Cow Lane bridges 

to allow full two-way 

working, at a height which will enable 

double-deck buses and lorries to use 

the road, and therefore the removal of 

all traffic lights. The new pedestrian and 

cycling provision will improve safety and 

accessibility in this area”. 

The old bridges will be consigned to history


