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2 0 0 0 / 2 0 1 0

Gul Khan 
Chris Maskell 
Sarah Hacker Labour

Labour  working all  year round in Battle Ward

BATTLE COUNCILLOR’S ADVICE SURGERY
First Saturday of the month at Battle Library: 10.30 am to 12 noon

No need to book, just come along and have a chat.  MEETINGS ARE CONFIDENTIAL

Over the past 10 years 
Battle Councillors have 
secured funding for 
Battle ward.

£1.5 million
Medical Centre

£1.48 million
Battle Library upgrade

£120,000 +
Battle Primary upgrade

£90,000
New windows for 

Oxford Road School

£25,000
New play equipment 
Kensington Road Park

£23,000
Artificial Cricket 
Pitch + additional 

play equipment for  
Kensington Road Park

£12,000
Kensington Road car 

park upgrade

A lot has happened in Battle Ward during the first ten years of the new millennium. Ward boundaries were changed. 

Tesco moved in. A major new housing development is under way. Thames Valley Police have an office on the Oxford 

Road. A Wellbeing Centre is planned and we have a Library that is the envy of the town.

Battle councillors were the first to publish an annual report and are still the only Reading councillors who do this. Battle councillors 

were the first to have their own websites. Battle councillors have led the way by engaging with and bringing information to the 

people who elect them, that is why Battle councillors have been able to do so much for you. Battle councillors are committed to 

serving the people who elect them. 

Labour’s candidate in this year’s local elections, Sarah Hacker said. “I have lived in the ward since I was 3. I am a local person who 

is committed to suporting my local community, I like where I live. It is my home.”

Battle councillors would like you to join them in looking back over the 
first ten years of the new millennium in Battle Ward. 

New Millennium
The first ten year’s

2009 - 2010 Ian Whybrow opens 
21st Century Battle Library 

The new interior of the Library is light, 
bright and welcoming.

The new Library patio where 
visitors can sit and relax.

Sarah Hacker and her son share a book 
with author Ian Whybrow.

Battle Library has been a landmark 

building since it was built in 1908 

as a Carnegie Library and has now 

been brought bang up to date thanks to 

funding from the Big Lottery Fund.

On 13 June 2009 Ian Whybrow, author of the 

Harry and the Dinosaurs children’s series was 

the guest of honour, cutting the ceremonial 

ribbon as a jazz band played.

The library now has a completely refurbished 

interior, new outdoor reading patio, 

community garden, new toilets, a sedum 

roof for insulation, a large meeting room 

and an exhibition space for local artists. A 

new feature inside is the miniature child size 

Gypsy caravan. 

A key theme for the library is to 

encourage young people to feel at home 

in the new surroundings.

Cllr Chris Maskell said: “This is a fitting 

tribute to the Library Manager and her 

team who have worked tirelessly for the 

Battle community.”

2008 - 2009

Battle Library is going to be bigger, 

brighter and better thanks to a 

£1.4 million grant from the BIG Lottery. 

Final approval for the grant was 

received on 21 July 2008. 

Battle Library was constructed in 1907 

and is an important landmark building 

and community building in the Oxford 

Road. The library is used by hundreds 

of residents every week and all are set 

to benefit from the transformation.

Just some of improvements in store 

on top of a completely refurbished 

interior, are a new outdoor reading 

patio space at the back, opened up 

staff areas for library use, new toilets 

(child & disabled friendly) even a 

sedum roof. 

Positive action has been taken to 
prevent travellers camping in 

Portman Road.

Residents who live adjacent to Portman 

Road have had to put up with the mess 

and intimidation they bring with them 

for too long. 

One resident said: “Their behaviour is 

totally unacceptable, they just don’t 

care. They have no regard for local 

residents or their property.” 

Cllr Chris Maskell said “I am delighted 

that the council has finally taken 

action to stop travellers setting 

up camp where ever they like. In 

partnership with Martin Salter MP, 

Gul Khan and I had been pressing the 

council to take action. 

A planning application for a new 
Tesco Express store and 12 

residential flats on the Oxford Road 
has been withdrawn.  

Working with local businesses Battle 

councillors organised a petition 

objecting to the proposed, additional 

development on the Oxford Road.

Battle Library upgrade 
under wraps

No travellers here 
thank you

Another Tesco 
unwelcome

YOUR BATTLE WARD TEAM
COUNCILLOR CHRIS MASKELL 0781 4152865 - email: chris.maskell@reading.gov.uk - www.cllrchrismaskell.com

COUNCILLOR GUL KHAN 957 4474 - email: gul.khan@reading.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR SARAH HACKER 0781 4152865 - email: sarah.hacker@reading.gov.uk
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We can now report that Reading 

Borough Council have finally come 

up with a scheme that will see a new 

road being built which will by-pass the 

existing Cow Lane bridges.

Battle councillor Chris Maskell said: 

“This news is very welcome. Cow 

Lane bridges has been a joke for 

too long, motorists are frustrated 

and pedestrians and cyclists have 

been putting themselves in danger 

every time they use the route. Battle 

councillors will keep up the pressure to 

make sure this scheme happens.

Kensington Park
reclaimed!

Kensington Road playground has 

undergone a £40,000 revamp.

New play equipment has been 

installed, chosen by some of the 

children who will use it.

As part of the improvement work, 

special attention was paid to

ridding the area of anti-social 

We want Health Centre

In November 2004, following a ward 

wide survey, Battle councillors 

launched a campaign to have a 

medical facility built on the old 

Battle Hospital site.

A spokesman for the Primary Care 

Trust said; “The trust has identified a 

shortage of facilities in West Reading. 

We have therefore identified Battle 

Hospital as a potentially suitable site 

for a Primary Care Resource Centre”.

Chris Maskell said; “I was not

surprised that the survey showed that

there was an overwhelming demand 

from local people for a medical centre.

Local doctors’ surgeries are pretty 

full around here and there is a need 

for more NHS dentists as well as a 

range of specialist services that can be 

delivered locally without people having 

Battle Councillors call 
for enquiry into Town’s 

drug epidemic

A public inquiry into Reading’s 

drug scene has been demanded 

by your councillors, Chris Maskell and 

Tom Crisp. 

They have called for a town wide 

public inquiry to identify the true 

level of drug abuse and crime related 

activities.

behaviour by clearing out natural

screens like shrubs and bushes.

Damaged fencing, which allowed easy 

night time access, has also

been replaced.

Battle councillors are confident these 

changes will prove to be a

success on several levels - in keeping 

the area trouble-free and in

making sure it is used for its purpose, 

which is to provide a safe and

enjoyable place for children to play.

Brock Gardens
looking bright

Battle Councillors Tom Crisp and 

Chris Maskell have been working 

with residents of Brock Gardens to 

help make their estate safer. 

Measures to help make Brock Gardens 

a safer place were completed recently 

thanks to funding from the Safer 

Reading Campaign. Local residents 

were concerned about the low levels of 

lighting on the estate and the safety of 

the car park.

The Safer Reading Campaign has 

funded the upgrade of the 13 street 

lights in Brock Gardens and 14 in 

August End at a cost of just over 

£4500. The new lamps give out 

a brighter ‘white’ light and are 

designed to minimise light pollution 

by concentrating the light downward 

onto the pavement and road. There 

have also been improvements to the 

car park.

2004 - 2005 2006 - 2007

2007 - 20082005 - 2006 to trek across town to the Royal Berks.

It is fitting that a former hospital site 

could provide the community with a 

brand new medical centre as well as 

affordable housing and new shops”.

We want Cow Lane 
bridges sorted out

Battle councillors Tom Crisp 

and Chris Maskell have been 

campaigning hard over the last few 

years to get Cow Lane bridges sorted 

out once and for all.

Reading Borough Council have finally 

come up with a scheme that will see a 

new road being built which will by-pass 

the existing Cow Lane bridges. The 

current Cow Lane route would then 

become a dedicated public transport 

corridor. Battle councillor Tom Crisp 

said: “This news is very welcome. Cow

Lane bridges has been a joke for too

long”.

Battle Library set to 
become even better

A special meeting on the future 

of Battle Library was held on 1 

March. The well attended meeting 

came up with a great range of ideas, 

which will help with the bid to win 

lottery money to help improve this 

cherished local facility. 

Cllr Tom Crisp told the meeting the 

library was a “focal point” in the area 

and had already been transformed into

“a community centre with books”. 

There was unanimous support for 

A visit to Pakistan

These were the words of Cllr 

Chris Maskell following his visit 

to Pakistan in May 2006.

Chris said; “What a fantastic country. 

Wherever I went I was treated with 

great courtesy and kindness. My visit 

to Pakistan will live on in my memory. 

I will to go back.”

Working for local people

Battle councillors have been 

working with Wantage Road 

residents to help make their lives 

better.

Cllr Chris Maskell said; “Residents were 

being terrorised by drunken yobs from 

a near by sports ground. My colleagues 

and I lobbied the council to erect a 

fence at the boundary where residents 

gardens backed on to the park. The 

purpose of the fence was is to keep out 

the drunken minority who were making 

their lives hell. Now residents will be 

able to enjoy life without incident”.

maintaining the existing facade of 

the building, which celebrates it’s 

centenary next year, and enthusiasm 

for upgrading the inside of the building 

and perhaps adding to it.

New time capsule 
for Battle Library

A slice of life in the 21st Century 

was buried in West Reading.

The time capsule was lowered into the 

ground beside Battle Library exactly 

100 years after a similar container was 

sunk into the buildings foundations.

Delivered

In 2007 Battle Councillors promised 

to get CCTV for Kensington Park 

and they did.

After a long, hard struggle with the 

authorities, Battle councillors have 

succeeded in getting CCTV installed in

Kensington Park. 

£1.48 million success 

West Reading will get a

Library fit for the 21st Century,

thanks to a £1,469,808 cash boost

from the National Lottery.

Battle Library in Oxford Road will 

receive the money to transform the 

facility into a focal point at the heart 

of the community. The funding means

that the Library will be able to expand 

its existing services to include a 

community garden, story telling wall 

and a meeting room.

End to Cow Lane misery

We want Cow lane bridges sorted 

out. That is what we said in our 

2005 councillor report.

Alcohol exclusion 
zone extended

The alcohol exclusion zone which 

covers the town centre has been 

extended to include Battle ward.

Battle councillors have succeeded in 

persuading Thames Valley Police and 

Reading Borough Council to extend 

the Town Centre alcohol exclusion 

zone to include the greater Oxford 

Road area.

Gul Khan says; “We don’t want drunks 

on our streets, they are offensive and 

intimidating. Anti Social Behaviour 

is nearly always fuelled by alcohol. 

Having the exclusion zone extended 

to include Battle ward, Police will 

have powers to confiscate alcohol and 

tackle ASB more effectively”.

He said; “Local people and shop 

keepers alike have told me they are 

in favour of the Oxford Road area 

becoming an alcohol exclusion zone.” 


