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Battle Labour Councillor Chris Maskell was re-elected in May with a 
majority of 683 which was 53% of the vote, the third best Labour result 
in Reading. 

Chris said: “I would Like to thank all those who voted Labour. Along 
with the other Battle Labour councillors, Gul Khan and Sarah Hacker, I will 
continue to work on behalf of all Battle residents throughout the year. 

“Overall, in Reading, Labour gained three seats and, as the largest party 
with 22 out of the 46 seats, is now back in control of Reading Council after a 
year of a Conservative-led Coalition propped up by the Liberal Democrats. 

Norcot’s Jo Lovelock is again Leader of the Council. Jo said: “We know we face challenging times 
as the Tory-led Government is slashing local council funding penalising large towns like Reading For  
every person in Reading we have lost £40 per head in grant, in Wokingham it is just £4. So much for 
Cameron’s ‘we are all in this together!’ 

“We are already reversing some of the worst actions of, the Tory-led Council, which had angered 
local residents. We are also consulting residents about the services they most want us to protect look 
out for leaflets or go on the Council’s web-site at www.reading.gov.uk. 

Chris Maskell says: “Thank you”

Tesco’s plan to open a 
Tesco Express on the old 
Parsons garage site opposite 
Oxford Road Primary School 
has been rejected by Reading 
Borough Council’s Planning 
Committee.

Chris Maskell, who sits on the 
planning committee, said: ‘This part of the Oxford Road is heavily 
congested at the best of times. The extra traffic attracted by the 
proposed development would have exacerbated what is already a 
dangerous situation. The safety of Battle Ward constituents comes 
before profit’. 

Into Battle is pleased the planning committee listened to our 
ward councillors and rejected this inappropriate application.

Tesco Express Oxford Road plans rejected

21st Century 
Oxford Road

Oxford Road is heavily congested at the best of times

21st Century! The Oxford Road Community must 
be involved

Have You Seen 
Drug Dealing?

Keep Up-To-Date With 
Community Messaging

Tories and LibDems 
Have No NHS Mandate

Free Green Bin 
Collections Restored

Battle councillors have been hearing 
that drug dealing is happening in 
different parts of the ward.  Have you 
witnessed drug dealing in your part of 
Battle ward?

Battle councillors will not accept this 
behaviour in our ward.  If you have seen 
something please either get in touch 
with one of us or contact the police on 
the police non emergency number 0845 
8 505505 (if your call is an emergency 
then dial 999).

The previous Tory led council, propped 
up by the LibDems, put a charge 
on green bin collections effectively 
introducing a ‘green tax’. 

The new Labour council has reversed 
that decision. Cllr Sarah Hacker 
said: “When the Tories and LibDems 
introduced that charge they threw 
away their green credentials, they can 
no longer be trusted on green issues.” 

Over the past two years Battle 
councillors have been working 
with Reading Borough Council 
officers to establish ways to impove 
the Oxford Road environment. 
Councillor Sarah Hacker has told 
Into Battle she expects that the 
work to improve the Oxford Road 
will happen in conjunction with 
the improvements being made to 
the Cow Lane bridges. 

Sarah said: ‘We have already seen 
some small improvements made 
to the Oxford Road environment. 
Some street furniture has been 
removed, most notably the Mecano 
light. Railings, bollards and the 
giant stones have been removed 
as well. What we are seeking to 
achieve is a more unrestricted, 
friendly and open environment. We 
want the Oxford Road to become a 
more cosmopolitan environmemnt 
that sits comfortably in the 21st 
Century.’

Councillor Gul Khan said: ‘I will 
be urging Reading Borough Council 
to fully consult the Battle Ward 
Community, we must get this right. 
Battle councillors will be carrying 
out their own consultation so expect 
a knock on your door. It is important 
that we all contribute to our vision 
for the future.’

Would you like to receive free crime 
alerts and information from Thames 
Valley Police and our community safety 
partners – via email or telephone?

Tens of thousands of people already 
receive Community Messages, either 
individually or on behalf of a group 
such as Neighbourhood Watch, Business 
Watch, Country Watch, Education 
Watch and Pubwatch.

You can personally apply to receive 
Community Messages direct to your 
email or phone, and get information on: 

• Crime in your area.

• Action taken by the police and    
   partners to tackle crime.

• Crime prevention advice.

• Appeals for witnesses or for help to   
  trace missing people.

• Events and opportunities to meet     
   your neighbourhood policing team     
   and have your say about crime in  
   your area.

How to register
To find out more about this free 

service and to apply online visit: 
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
aboutus-watch-commmsg

Alternatively, call 0845 8 505 
505 and ask to speak with your local 
Neighbourhood Watch administrator.

Please note: the Community 
Messaging service is not for reporting 
crimes or incidents – to report these 
please call 0845 8 505 505, the 24-hour 
Thames Valley Police non-emergency 
number. In an emergency, call 999. 

Nearly 400 public health experts 
have warned the Lords to reject NHS 
reforms. They say that the Health and 
Social Care Bill will weaken the ability 
of the authorities to fight disease and 
tackle health emergencies. 

They conclude: “The Health and 
Social Care Bill will erode the NHS’s 
ethical and co-operative foundations 
and that it will not deliver efficiency, 
quality, fairness or choice.”

Gul Khan says: “The coalition has 
no mandate to do what it is doing to 
our NHS. Only the Lordscan stop them 
selling off our NHS.” 

Chris Maskell 
Gul Khan
Sarah Hacker Labour

Labour Working all year round in Battle Ward
YOUR BATTLE WARD TEAM

Councillor Chris Maskell 0781 4152865 - email: chris.maskell@reading.gov.uk - www.cllrchrismaskell.com
Councillor Gul Khan 957 4474 - email: gul.khan@reading.gov.uk

Councillor Sarah Hacker 07794 886174 - email: sarah.hacker@reading.gov.uk - cllrsarahhacker.blogspot.com

BATTLE COUNCILLOR’S ADVICE SURGERY
First Saturday of the month at Battle Library: 10.30 am to 12 noon

No need to book, just come along and have a chat.  MEETINGS ARE CONFIDENTIAL

Join us and help shape our country’s future 
Do you feel the same way we do about the kind of Britain you want to live in?

A Britain where there is a first-class health service free at the point of use; where 
education is always a priority; and where you and your family are treated equally and can 
feel safe and secure.

Join us and be part of our journey. Maybe you already vote Labour at election time? 
Maybe you have thought about joining but not actually done it? Maybe you think you are too 
youngº, too old or too busy? Maybe it’s because nobody has asked you. We’re asking you now.

I don’t want to join but I would like to help

Please cut out and return to: 
Battle Branch Labour Party Secretary, 22 Barnwood Close, Reading RG30 1BY

!

Deliver leaflets Door to door casnvasssing Telephone canvassing

Stuffing envelopes Data inputing General campaigning
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Join online at: https://secure2.labour.org.uk/join/ or tick here  

Name ............................................................................................................................

Address ........................................................................................................................

Email ....................................................................................  Tel .................................



ONLY LABOUR STANDS UP FOR THE BATTLE WARD COMMUNITY

Labour promised in its local election manifesto to work more 
meaningfully with people who live and work in Reading.  Into 
Battle is delighted to say that Reading labour Party has recently 
launched a new way of working with local people ‘We Need to 
Talk’.

‘We Need to Talk’ leaflets and website focus on the difficult 
decisions facing the council in the current economic climate gives 
local people the chance to have their say on the future of their 
local services.

However, this is much more than a one-off consultation.  This 
is the beginning of a new relationship between the council and 
residents, which will give people a real and on-going say in how 
their local communities are run and how the Council delivers 
services to them.

As the new Council administration we believe Council services 
can work better and be more responsive if the people of Reading 
are more involved in how they are run. This programme – ‘Reading: 
Working Better With You’ – will underpin everything the council 
does.

Cllr Gul Khan said: “This is the beginning of a new and better 
way of the council working with local people. It isn’t a tick box 
exercise, it will help determine what services the council provides 
and how they are delivered. We want to know what you value, 
where you think improvements can be made and how we can best 
support our active local communities.”

Residents are asked to look out for the leaflets, fill one in and 
at the same time register their contact details.  The registering 
of contact details will be vital as the Council will use those to 
respond to individual feedback. The questionnaire and registration 
of details form can also be found online at www.reading.gov.uk/
weneedtotalk

We Need to Talk Labour Keeps Its Promise, 
Visitor Parking Permits Doubled

Battle Councillors Deliver Again

Concessionary Bus 
Passes Reinstated 

as Promised
Free unrestricted bus 

travel for disabled residents 
and their carers has been 
fully reinstated.

Reading’s generous 
concessionary scheme had 
been scrapped by the Tory/
LibDem coalition from 
April 1st this year, but was 
reinstated following a change 
in Administration at Reading 
Borough Council in May.

Battle councillor Gul Khan 
said: ‘This delivers on an early 
commitment from the new 
Administration and re-instates 
the cut which was a part of 
the budget we inherited. It 
will be welcome news to the 
many disabled who are obliged 
for reasons such as doctors 
and hospital appointments to 
travel before 9.30am.’

In January 2011, the Lib Dems 
and Tories introduced a revised 
Residents Parking Scheme 
which replaced the 20 free all-
day permits a year on offer to 
residents, with only one book of 
20 free half day visitor permits 
instead.  Residents were quite 
rightly outraged by this back-
door cut in service.

The new Labour administration 
has now doubled the number of 

free half day permits available to residents from 20 (one book) to 
40 (two books). Any additional visitor permits over and above the 
free allocation will still be charged at £20 per book.

Councillor Gul Khan said: ‘This delivers on yet another early 
commitment from the new Administration and reverses the cut 
in permits that was part of the budget we inherited. The change 
earlier this year from 20 full day to 20 half day visitor permits was, 
of course, a halving in the previous allocation and people rightly 
felt short-changed. We will also be undertaking consultations 
about possible future changes to the scheme.’

Do You Value The 
‘Arts’ in Reading?

Over a number of years, previous 
Labour administrations supported 
Reading as it developed a national 
reputation for supporting and 
developing the ‘Arts’.  

We were very saddened by the lack 
of support shown by the short-lived 
Lib Dem/Tory administration last year 
and in particular the disbanding of the 
popular Arts Forum.

The Arts Forum has now been 
resurrected by the new Labour 
administration. There was a very 
positive and productive first meeting 
on 13 September. It was decided the 
forum will have a relaxed agenda going 
forward with talks, meetings held in 
various venues and a chance to share 
events and information within the arts 
community of Reading.  The style of the 
forum was decided by those attending 
from the arts community.  The Arts 
Forum was, and is, valued by the arts 
and those present were pleased to see 
it restarted.

Here are details of some of the 
exciting ‘Arts’ events Reading Borough 
Council supports: Whitley Arts Festival, 
Reading Comedy Festival, Black History 
Month, Reading Festival of Crime 
Writing.

Please get in touch if you would like 
to be put on the mailing list or if you 
would like to attend the next forum, 

pencilled in for January. 

Email sarah.hacker

@reading.gov.uk

Extreme winter conditions over the last two years  have taken 
their toll on our roads. Even roads that were in good condition were 
considerably damaged by freezing conditions. 

Connaught Road and Cranbury Road which were in need of maintenance 
before our bad winters really did take a battering Battle councillors lobbied 
to have these roads resurfaced as a matter of priority. 

Councillor Hacker said: ‘Over the last couple of years we have been 
reporting potholes to the council when ever we have found them and they 
have been repaired fairly quickly. It became obvious that Connaught Road 
and Cranbury Road needed to be resurfaced. Battle councillors are pleased 
that Reading Borough Council has responded to our requests.’ 


