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A COUNCIL THAT  
IS ON  YOUR SIDE

Labour Leader, Jo Lovelock, writes: 

These are tough times. More than ever 
we need a Council that stands up for local 

people and fights for a fair deal for our town. 

“The last thing Reading needs is a Council that 
simply does what it’s told by Conservative Party 
bosses and implements Government cuts with 
enthusiasm. There are always choices. 

“Over the past year as a minority administration 
Labour has restored some common sense. We can’t 
restore everything because the Conservative/Lib 
Dem Government’s enforced cuts are too severe

“The cuts are also unfair – every Reading resident 
has had £73 taken away from them by the Coalition 
Government, but in affluent Wokingham only £16 
per head has been cut by George Osborne and his 
Lib-Dem friends. 
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Labour will:
• Fight for a new secondary school for 

all 11 – 18 year olds in East Reading.

• Keep Reading clean with a crack-
down on graffiti and fly-tipping.

• Promote jobs and investment. 

• Use the Council’s watchdog powers 
to stand up for your NHS.

• Protect Reading’s green spaces. 

• Continue to involve the public more 
effectively. 

• Find further efficiency savings.

• Restore free OAP bus travel from 
9am.

• Protect libraries, youth clubs and 
children’s centres.

Promote environmental responsibil-• 
ity – the Council will lead by example 
and encourage others.

Create a New Local Partnership to • 
stand up for Reading.



“But, we can do our best to protect people where 
we can and we can make sure that the Council’s 
priorities are those of Reading people: a town where 
all people have jobs and opportunities; clean, safe 
streets; protection for the most vulnerable; and 
efficient, well-run services. 

“A Labour Council has been good for Reading. 
Working with business for 22 years Labour 
delivered jobs, invrestment and new infrastructure. 
From the new football stadium, which will see 
Premiership football again next season, to the 
Oracle, the new railway station, improved leisure 
centres, the John Madejski Academy, rising school 
standards or the widened bridges at Cow Lane – 
all achieved through Labour councillors working in 
partnership with business and the community.

“Reading did well when Labour was running the 
council and we are poised to secure a workable 
majority once again at these elections.

“PLEASE VOTE LABOUR ON MAY 3RD.
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“
“

     Working 

with business 

for 22 years  

Labour delivered 

jobs, investment 

and new  

infrastructure“



Restoring Common Sense
Over the past twelve months Labour has been working hard, 
despite not having a majority on Reading Borough Council, 
to win a fair deal for Reading and to end the chaos created 
by the Conservatives. Labour has:

• Scrapped the 6% Stealth Council Tax rise imposed by the 
Conservatives through massive increases to fees and 
charges levied by the Council.

• Scrapped the ill thought-out and unpopular plans to charge 
£22.50 to empty a green bi. 

• Scrapped the unfair plans to impose a ‘pavement parking 
tax’ of up to £60 a day on anyone parking with a wheel on 
the pavement or grass verge anywhere in Reading.

• Restored free travel for the disabled so they can travel to 
work early in the morning. The Conservatives promised they 
would protect free bus passes, but instead they cut them.

• Re-organised the Council’s senior management and realised 
savings of nearly £1million that have been channelled into 
improved services for children and vulnerable adults. 

• Restored the consultative forums that the Conservatives 
had abolished. 

• Made efficiency savings throughout the Council’s services. 
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“ “
     Labour has  

re-organised the 

Council’s senior 

management and  

realised savings of 

nearly £1million



A Fair Say  
for All Residents
Despite lacking a majority over the past year, Labour has 
been able to involve people all over Reading in having a 
say on how services are run and how the Council serves 
the people.  Through public meetings across the town as 
well as special events, internet and traditional consultations 
several thousand people were involved in giving their ideas. 
Labour also restored the consultative forums that the 
Conservatives and Lib Dem supporters abolished.

Over the coming years Labour will work to transform the 
way Council services are run and to involve service users in 
evaluating and improving the delivery across the range of 
local services.

Labour will continue to work to involve ALL of Reading’s 
communities in the Council’s work and find new ways to 
help people make their voice heard. We will make sure that 
it isn’t just the loudest voices and the political groups that 
have their say in our town.
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“     We will make 

sure that it isn’t 

just the loudest 

voices and the  

political groups 

that have their say 

in our town
“



A Fair Deal  
for the Least Able  
This year Labour has been able to put an extra £1.7 
million into adult social care from savings found 
elsewhere. We are now looking long and hard at every 
aspect of the services we provide for the elderly, disabled 
and those in need of special care. 

Labour’s work in re-inventing the system of community care 
will continue to promote close co-operation between the 
NHS and social care services, including developing the pilot 
project linking Council carers to GP surgeries to provide a 
more comprehensive service.

Keeping Reading  
Clean – Your Priority  
Unlike our Conservative controlled neighbours where 
residents are forced to pay for poor quality rubbish sacks 
or to pay £60 a year to have garden waste collected, Labour 
believes that the first call on the Council Tax goes to keeping 
our town clean.

It is a tough battle in Reading, but by working with local 
business and by making sure the resources are available 
Labour is working hard to deal with litter, graffiti, dog mess 
and fly tipping. 

If Reading is to attract jobs and investment and be a place 
worth living in then keeping the streets clean has to be the 
Council’s first priority. 6

“
“

     This year  

Labour has been 

able to put an  

extra £1.7 million 

into adult social 

care from savings 

found elsewhere



Local Jobs and Training
The Conservative Government and the Lib Dem supporters 
still have no serious plan for growth. Unemployment 
continues to rise, with long-term youth unemployment 
trebling in the past year.   

Bringing investment and jobs to Reading has always been 
a priority for Labour. We will continue to work with local 
business organisations to promote the town and will work 
with anyone who is seriously interested in promoting growth 
across our area. We will use the Council’s influence to 
attract new investment, promote the further regeneration of 
Reading and to promote apprenticeships and training. 
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“

“

     Labour  

will work with  

anyone who’s  

serious about 

bringing  

investment  

and jobs  

to our area



Doing Right by  
ALL Our Children
With Labour running Reading Borough Council school 
standards rose, buildings were improved and new schools 
built. 

Despite the Conservative Government’s attempts to break 
up the system, Labour will continue to take action that 
enables schools to work together effectively. It is common 
sense to pool resources on an area-by-area basis to get 
better value for money and produce better results. We 
believe that the Council has a duty to try to help local 
schools do better. We’ll use the powers that we have to 
assist teachers, governors and parents and to ensure that 
schools remain accountable to local people.

Over the next twelve months Labour will work with parents 
in east Reading to support the need for an 11 to 18 school, 
not the ridiculous Conservative plan that excludes 11 to 14 
year-olds. We will maintain the network of children’s centres 
and provide extra classrooms for primary aged children to 
deal with the sharp rise in numbers of young children all 
over Reading.

We will protect and improve the youth services working in 
partnership with the voluntary sector.
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“

    Labour will 

continue to  

take action  

that enables 

schools to  

work together 

effectively



The Council On YOUR Side
Labour wants to see Reading Borough Council on the side 
of Reading people. That means the Council providing good 
services, listening to what Reading people want and using its 
voice to make Reading’s case and argue for the interests of 
Reading people. 

Labour will: 

• Use the Council’s influence to see that Reading gets the 
policing it needs and that changes to local Policing build 
on rather than undermine links with the community.

• Work tirelessly, as we always have, to bring investment 
and jobs to Reading.

• Use the Council’s Health and Well-being powers to ensure 
that the local NHS is held to account

• Work with good landlords to improve the private rented 
sector but take action against those who exploit tenants.

• Work to protect the environment and reduce the carbon 
footprint by seeking to keep out heavy lorries who use our 
town as a short-cut between the M40 and the M4 and 
have no deliveries here.
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“

“

     Labour  

will use the  

Council’s  

influence to  

see that  

Reading gets  

the policing  

it needs  



• Work to ensure work experience is not just unpaid 
exploitation.

• Explore co-operative service delivery

• Continue to explore all practical means of involving local 
people, while ensuring that ALL voices are heard – not 
just those who shout loudest.

Reading is learning from the work of other Councils and 
reviewing every aspect of how the Council works. With an 
effective majority Labour will be able to do even more and 
find new ways of delivering effective services. 
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“
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     Reading is 

learning from 

the work of 

other Councils 

and reviewing 

every aspect of 

how the Council 

works



Winning Investment  
for Reading
With Labour the Council will again play a leading role in 
winning the investment Reading needs to keep our town 
up with its international competitors.  By working closely 
with local businesses and the voluntary sector Council when 
Labour had a majority helped deliver important projects all 
over Reading. 

In the past twelve months we’ve seen major progress on 
both the Dee Park regeneration project bringing new homes 
and jobs to west Reading, and the new Cow Lane Bridges. 
In the next year we’ll see the development of a major Tesco 
distribution centre in South Reading bringing new jobs, and 
more work on Reading Station.

Add those developments to the projects Labour promoted 
with a majority on the Council: new schools at JMA, Avenue, 
and significant facilities investment at Kendrick, Prospect, 
Highdown and Reading Girls School, a modernised bus 
company and the M4 Junction 11 improvements. It’s clear 
Reading does better with Labour.
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     the Council 

will again play  

a leading role  

1in winning 

the investment 

Reading needs
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