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Battle councillors recently 

highlighted the accumulation 

of bulging black refuse bags 

along the Oxford Road (Into 

Battle, local election edition 

2012).

They said that the situation 

developing along the Oxford Road 

was totally unacceptable and 

that they would be contacting 

the council insisting they take 

strong action to stop this kind 

of abuse happening.

Into Battle is pleased to be 

able to tell you that following 

discussions held with the council 

and the lead member for the 

environment the following has 

been agreed:

Thank you to everyone who voted for me
Gul Khan sucessfully defended his council seat on 3 May by 

gaining over 54% of the vote. This was a stunning victory given 
the low turn out. Gul had this to say:

“I am absolutely delight to be re-elected for a second term. I 
would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to everyone 
who voted for me. It is an honour to be elected to serve the people 
of Battle Ward, which is where my home is.  

“There are no elections next year but I can assure everyone 
that my fellow councillors, Sarah Hacker, Chris Maskell, and I 
will not be easing off. As ever, we will be working hard for the 
people of Battle Ward. Once again, thank you”Gul celebrates his victory with Sarah and Chris

Our community deserves better than this

Action on black 
bags agreed

• Black bags will be collected on 

a daily basis until a permanent 

solution to the problem can be 

agreed.

• There will be a review of 

collection days, landlords/residents 

responsibilities, enforcement, lack 

of recycling, use of on street bulk 

bins for domestic waste.                  

• A strategy to effectively tackle 

illegal fly-tipping and the dumping 

of trade waste.

Cllr Sarah Hacker said: “My 

colleagues and I with the lead       

member for the environment, will 

be holding a meeting with senior 

members of the Streetcare team 

to discuss the action points and 

agree a way forward”.

Battle councillors will also be 

discussing the issue of those big 

industrial refuse bins. Cllr Chris 

Maskell said: “I was recently in West 

Ealing where there are terraced 

shops similar in character to those 

on the Oxford Road. What struck 

me was that there were no piles 

of black bags and no industrial 

size refuse bins on the streets. As 

part of our review of how refuse is 

stored and collected I will be asking 

council officers to visit other local 

authorities to look at how they 

manage refuse in areas similar to 

the Oxford Road”.

Chris Maskell 
Gul Khan
Sarah Hacker Labour

Labour Working all year round in Battle Ward
Councillor Chris Maskell 0781 4152865 - email: chris.maskell@reading.gov.uk - cllrchrismaskell.wordpress.com

Councillor Gul Khan 07977513295 - email: gul.khan@reading.gov.uk - cllrgulkhan.blogspot.com

Councillor Sarah Hacker 07957491672 - email: sarah.hacker@reading.gov.uk - cllrsarahhacker.blogspot.com

BATTLE COUNCILLOR’S ADVICE SURGERY
First Saturday of the month at Battle Library: 10.30 am to 12 noon

No need to book, just come along and have a chat.  MEETINGS ARE CONFIDENTIAL

Join us and help shape our country’s future 
Do you feel the same way we do about the kind of Britain you want to live in? A Britain 

where there is a first-class health service free at the point of use; where education is always 
a priority; and where you and your family are treated equally and can feel safe and secure.

Join us and be part of our journey. Maybe you already vote Labour at election time? Maybe 
you have thought about joining but not actually done it? Maybe you think you are too young, 
too old or too busy? Maybe it’s because nobody has asked you. We’re asking you now.

I don’t want to join but I would like to help

Please cut out and return to: 
Battle Branch Labour Party Secretary, 22 Barnwood Close, Reading RG30 1BY

Deliver leaflets Door to door canvassing Telephone canvassing

Stuffing envelopes Data inputting General campaigning

Join online at: http://secure2.labour.org.uk/join/ or tick here  

Name ............................................................................................................................................................

Address ........................................................................................................................................................

Email .......................................................................................................  Tel ............................................

!

Battle 
Bulletin 
Board

Fly-tipping is a crime. The Council 
treats the problem very seriously 
and employs officers to investigate 
and follow up reports of fly-tipping. 
We will prosecute anyone caught fly-
tipping waste.
If there is any sign of leaking chemicals, 
fumes or chemical dusts, CALL THE 
EMERGENCY SERVICES IMMEDIATELY 
ON 999 OR 112. The Fire and Rescue 
service is equipped to contain this sort 
of incident.
If there is any threat to water, 
CALL THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY 
IMMEDIATELY, on their INCIDENT 
HOTLINE 0800 80-70-60; they are 
equipped to minimise further damage 
to water ecology.
For incidents where there is no 
immediate threat, report the incident 
to the Council using the Freephone 
number 0800 626540.
If you discover fly-tipped waste after 
the tippers have left, please follow 
these simple Do’s and Dont’s:
Don’t touch the waste: fly-tipped 
waste can be dangerous - it may 
contain syringes, rotting meat, broken 
glass, asbestos, toxic chemicals or 
other hazardous substances.
Do visually inspect the waste: try to 
determine what the waste consists of 
and how much there is.
Do take note of its exact location: and 
also, whether it is in or near water.
Do report it to the council.
Don’t disturb the site: there may be 
evidence that could help identify the 
culprits and lead to their prosecution.
If You See Someone Fly-tipping: If 
possible, please make a note of: The 
day, date and time you saw the tipping.
What you saw: 
• How many people were fly-tipping 
and what they looked like 
• What they were actually doing 
• Any vehicles involved - their make, 
colour and registration number 
• Where were you when you saw the 
fly-tipping:
• What kind of view you had
• How far away you were
• Weather and light conditions
• What was tipped: 
• How much? 
• What it looked like
• Report it to the council
This information can help with a 
prosecution.

Remember
Don’t Put Yourself At Risk!

Fly-tipping

Neighbourhood Policing
Into Battle is pleased to publish a 

new feature ‘Neighbourhood Policing’. 
This is an extract from a more detailed 
report. The full report can be viewed 
on any of your councillors Blog sites.

• Between February and April 2012 
there was a decrease in burglaries around 
the Oxford Road area when compared to 
the same period in 2010-2011.  

• During April there were a couple of 
burglaries in the area of Argyle Road and 
a few in the area of Connaught Road. It 
is essential everyone plays their part in 
keeping their homes secure. Please report 
any suspicious activity by calling Thames 
Valley Police on 101.

• A 17 year old male was issued with 
a Youth Restorative Resolution after an 
incident of Criminal Damage to Vehicles. 

• A 41 year old male from Elm Park 
Road was arrested after being found in 
possession of stolen goods. 

• A 21 year old male from Oxford 
Road was arrested, after an offence of 
unauthorised taking of a motor vehicle. 

The number of street drinking incidents 
has decreased in April, possibly due to 
the rain!  Police continue to pay close 
attention to hot spots and encourage 
people to keep reporting any incidents 
of ASB via the 101 number.

During April Thames Valley Police  
conducted several prostitute operations 
in the area of the Oxford Road resulting 
in a number of kerb crawlers being dealt 
with and referred to the Change Course.  
Information has also been gathered 
that will allow longer term work to be 
undertaken against the street workers 
that loiter in the area.

If you want to speak to any of the 
Neighbourhood Team, you can call them 
on the police non-emergency number 101. 
If your call is an emergency then dial 999

@CllrSarahHacker  -  @ClrChrisMaskell www.facebook.com/CllrSarahHacker  -  www.facebook.com/CllrChrisMaskell



Jo Lovelock says: “With 26 out of 
the 46 Council seats, we have a solid 
mandate to push ahead with the 
programme on which we fought the 
elections, and the important thing 
now is to get down to work and deliver 
for local people.  We are keen to get 
on with our ‘Let’s Talk’ approach in 

The first meeting of the Labour 
Group following the party’s success 
in the Borough elections has re-
elected Jo Lovelock as Leader and 
Tony Page as Deputy Leader, and 
kept the same Cabinet Members, 
although some changes have been 
made to some of their portfolios.

Labour’s 2012 manifesto includes detailed commitments across the full range of Council services, commitments that 
Labour knows it can meet despite the huge financial pressures on the Council. Jo Lovelock leader of the council said: 

“Our first promise in these tough times is to be up-front with people about what can and can’t be done, and to continue 
to involve residents in deciding what the priorities are.”

Faced with unfair cuts from central government, who have taken £73 away from every Reading resident as compared to 

£16 in Tory Wokingham, Cllr. Lovelock says, Reading needs a Council which will fight for a fair deal for Reading. “But,” she says,  

“Labour will do its best to protect people where we can and 

we can make sure that the Council’s priorities are those 

of Reading people: working with businesses to bring jobs 

to the town; clean, safe streets; protection for the most 

vulnerable; and efficient, well-run services.”

Labour’s key pledges: Fight for a new secondary school 

for all 11 – 18 year old’s in East Reading • Keep Reading 

clean with a crackdown on graffiti and fly-tipping • Promote 

jobs and investment • Use the Council’s watchdog powers 

to stand up for the NHS • Protect Reading’s green spaces 

• Continue to involve the public more effectively • Find 

further efficiency savings • Restore free OAP bus travel 

from 9 am • Protect libraries, youth clubs and children’s 

centres • Promote environmental responsibility – the 

Council will lead by example and encourage others • Create 

a New Local Partnership to stand up for Reading.

Cllr. Lovelock says that with the wheels coming off the 

Tory-LibDem government, it is even more important for 

Reading Council to be run for Reading people and not just 

be there to make the cuts Whitehall demands.

Labour re-elects winning team Schools admissions don’t stack up

Fighting for a fair deal for Reading in tough times

ONLY LABOUR STANDS UP FOR THE BATTLE WARD COMMUNITY

Congratulations to 
the Royals

Battle Branch Labour Party would 
like to congratulate Reading Football 
Club on gaining promotion back to 
the Premier League.

  Our secretary and Chris are both 

ardent Royal’s fans and have been 

season ticket holders for quite some 

time. A very pleased Chris said: “I 

have supported my home town team 

since I was 10 years old. When I first 

started going to watch Reading they 

were at Elm Park and seemed to be a 

permanent fixture in the 3rd division.

“My daughter Viky and I are season 

ticket holders and have hardly missed 

a home match since the new stadium 

was opened. Promotion this season 

was completely unexpected after the 

teams poor start. We both renewed 

our season tickets at the beginning 

of April thinking a top ten finish or a 

play-off place would be good. 

“We are really looking forward to the 

new season. Perhaps if we re-new our 

season tickets with the expectation 

that a top ten finish would be good 

we might be champions!”

Come on you R’ZZZ

Health centre up-date
One of the last acts by West Berks 

PCT was to scrap the long promised 
medical centre. (Into Battle spring 
edition 2012) They mistakenly 
believed they could sell the land for 
the centre to developers and combine 
the proceeds with the £1.5 million 
106 planning gain money. Their plan 
was to spend the money elsewhere  
within the NHS without telling anyone. 

Battle councillors found out what 
they were proposing to do and brought 
their plans to a halt. Following a number 
of meetings with both the PCT and 
Reading Borough Council their plan 
has been scrapped. Although the land 
belongs to the PCT, and they can do 
what they like with it, the 106 money 
is not theirs to do with as they please. 
Reading Borough Council has made this 
quite clear and beyond doubt. 

How the 106 money is spent is a 
matter for the council and its planning 
committee to decide. However, the 
money must be spent within the locality 
of the development that generated the 
money in the first place. In other words 
the money must be spent on projects 
in Battle ward and the immediate 
surrounds. The next steps for Battle 
councillors is to meet with council 
planning officers to agree how the 
money will be spent.

Cllr Hacker said: “My colleagues and I 
want the council to consult local people 
and find out what they would like to 
see the money spent on. We are very 
keen to make sure a final decision is 
not made until we have the views of 
our community.”

Battle councillors have said the 106 
gain money will not be available until 
the housing developer on the Battle site 
has sold a minimum of 135 units. This 
was a figure agreed when the planning 
committee approved the development. 
Battle councillors will provide further 
up-dates as and when it is appropriate.

This year Reading has received 
applications for 2,144 children 
seeking a place at school for 
September 2012. This is an increase 
of 197 (9.1%) from last year, which 
follows the national trend. However in 
Reading only 6% fewer families have 
been offered their first preference at 
this stage.

The Council has made a £20m 
investment, over a five-year period, 
to increase capacity in three schools 
with a further £1.8 million invested 
this year on temporary measures to 
cope with high demand in part caused 
by the economic pressures, which are 
restricting the social mobility that has 
always been common in the borough. 
This means as families grow they have 
to remain living in the same houses, 
which in turn puts additional pressure 
on school places in those areas.

Battle councillors’ Gul Khan, Chris 
Maskell and Sarah Hacker are taking 

communities across the town and 
making the changes that people want 
to see.  We know we are in tough 
times, but we have shown that we can 
stand up for local people, particularly 
those who are most in need of Council 
services, and we will be working hard 
to deliver what local people expect.”

concerns about school places in the 
Battle area very seriously.  As soon as 
it became clear there was a shortage of 
spaces they asked for an update from 
officers and they have also asked the 
plans for next years intake are discussed 
as soon as this round has finished. 

Parents are clearly upset that there 
is a shortage of places and they have 
not got their first choice school.  We 
know the council is doing their best 
and will find places for all children but 
questions need to be asked to prevent 
this happening again.

Cllr Hacker said: “Battle councillors 
will be working with officers and the 
lead member for education to ensure 
this years situation is not repeated. We 
are convinced that with a little foresight 
and a more sympathetic approach the 
disappointment and anxiety a small 
number of parents have experienced 
could have been avoided”.

The full Cabinet
• Leader - Jo Lovelock • Deputy Leader Regeneration Transport & Planning - Tony Page

• Adult Social Care - Mike Orton • Community Involvement & Service Improvement - Jan Gavin

• Culture & Sport - Marion Livingston • Education & Children’s Services - John Ennis

• Environment & Climate Change - Paul Gittings • Health & Wellbeing - Bet Tickner

• Neighbourhoods & Housing - Rachel Eden


