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The pavements along the Oxford Road are becoming a 

dumping ground for unscrupulous people. Into Battle has 

spoken to Cllr Gul Khan about the problem and he had this 

to say: 

“I have written to Reading Borough Council insisting they 

take strong action to stop this kind of abuse happening. This 

kind of thing reflects badly on the town and the Oxford Road. 

Whoever is responsible should be prosecuted”. 

“I have also asked for an urgent meeting with the head of 

service responsible for refuse collection and the lead councillor 

for the environment to discuss what can be done to prevent 

this appalling situation occurring in the future. This kind of 

abuse is totally unacceptable”. 

This is unacceptable 

Labour leading on Green Issues
The first meeting of Reading and District Labour Party’s Green Policy Forum 

took place on 21st March, attended by members of the public, Labour Party 
members, and Paul Gittings, the Lead Councillor for environmental matters. 

The meeting identified a wide range of topics that could be addressed by 
the Forum, but decided to work initially on a short list - getting developers to 
provide district heating schemes, using coppice to provide fuel for heating public 
buildings, systems that encourage green modes of transport, the relationship 
between health and environmental factors, and creating a vision of more locally 
focused commerce.

Forum organiser Roger Sym was very pleased with the start made by the 
Forum and will be arranging further meetings through the rest of the year. If you 
have ideas on recycling, saving energy and reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
or other green policies, this is a chance for you to get them put into practice.

The next meeting will be at RISC (35-39 London Street, Reading RG1 4PS) in 
Room 3, on Wednesday 16th May, starting at 8pm.

Every year Battle 
councillors’  have hundreds 
of dumped items removed 
from our streets.  These are 
just a few of the items they 
have dealt with.

Gone!

A local man standing up for local people
Gul came to this country in 

1961 and moved to Reading in 
1966. 

He worked as a bus driver for 
Reading Buses for many years 
but when his wife was diagnosed 
with a terminal illness he decided 
to become a self employed taxi 
driver so that he was in a position 
to dedicate more time to his 
family. 

Gul said: “It was very important 
to me to be with my wife when 
she needed me and being a self 
employed taxi driver was a job 
that allowed that. My wife and I 
had a very nice time together and I 
didn’t want to let her down. I have 

six children and six grandchildren 
of whom I am very proud”. 

Gul was elected to represent 
Battle Ward as a Labour councillor 
in 2008. Over the past four years 
he has served on the Education 

& Children’s Services Scrutiny 
Panel, Environment Scrutiny 
Panel, Green City & Open Spaces 
Forum, Pensioner Working Group 
and Older Persons Partnership. 
In 2010 he was elected Mayor of 
Reading which, as he says “was 
one of the proudest moments of 
my life”. 

Gul lives in Battle ward and 
understands local issues. He 
said: “Over the years I and my 
fellow councillors have been 
working in partnership with local 
people, Thames Valley Police, 
Reading Borough Council, and 
other providers to help create a 
ward to be proud of and a place 
where people like to live”.

 

Gul working hard for Battle ward since 2008

cllrgulkhan.blogspot.com

Want your trolley back? Here’s the bill

We have had to put up with this for too long

Labour led Reading Borough 
Council will be introducing 
measures that will enable the 
council to charge for collecting, 
storing and returning abandoned 
trollies and, if not collected, 
destroying them.

Anyone who lives near a 
supermarket knows how irritating 
and, sometimes dangerous, dumped 
trollies are.  Battle Ward has a 

Tesco in it’s centre and a Waitrose 
and Asda nearby so dumped trollies 
are a regular feature.  The trolleys 
are currently reported and the 
supermarket collects them once or 
twice a week. 

Proposed charges are:                
Removal:  £15 per trolley, 
Storage: £7.50 per week or part week
Return the trolley to the business: 
£15 per trolley
Disposal: £50 per trolley

Gul said: “Battle councillors have 
been campaigning for something to 
be done about abandoned trollies for 
some time. Residents have had to put 
up with seeing abandoned trollies all 
over the ward for too long. Battle 
councillors are continually working 
to make Battle ward a greener and 
cleaner place and it is only fair that 
businesses who do not put in place 
the appropriate measures to collect 
their trolleys pay for their retrieval. 
This is good news”.

Battle Library is safe in our hands
Labour-run Reading Borough Council has protected our Library services 

from closures as seen in other councils.

Gul Khan says, “Libraries are vital to local communities. We are lucky in Battle 
ward to have one of the best libraries in town. These days Battle Library is more 
than just a place where you can get a book, it provides many more services 
and has become the focus of our community. I am really pleased that Labour in 
Reading has made the commitment to protect our libraries”.



VOTE GUL KHAN - LABOUR ON 3 MAY

Last June Battle councillors, as part of the new Labour 
administration, made a commitment to reverse the changes brought 
in by the Lib Dem/Conservative coalition council, which had resulted 
in visitors’ permits being cut by half and the time of departure of 
overnight visitors being brought forward to 8am from 10am.

Into Battle is pleased to announce that your Labour councillors have 
kept their promise after they and other members of the Labour group 
pressed the council to make changes.

Earlier this year the cut in visitor parking permits was reversed – and 
residents were given an extra book free of charge. Battle councillors 

have also confirmed that overnight visitors will be able to stay until 10am on the same permit, rather than having 
to use a new visitor’s permit from 8am. As well as this the cost of second residents’ permits will not be increased 
but  will remain the same (at £60).

In addition, other changes have been made to simplify renewal procedures for permits. From this year residents 
will be able to renew permits on line where there have been no changes to vehicle ownership. (The council has 
asked DLVA to put the process for new vehicles on line as the DVLA currently ask for new ownership documents to 
be seen by councils).

Changes to residents’ parking
Labour keeps its promise 

The drive by Tory Education 
Secretary Michael Gove to make 
schools become ‘academies’, run by 
a myriad of private organisations 
and responsible only to him as 
Secretary of State, has come under 
fierce attack from Reading Labour 
Party. 

 Gul said: “The Government’s 
aim is to privatise education and 
destroy the accountability of schools 
to their local communities. I am 
proud of the work we have done in 
partnership with Head Teachers, 
staff, Governors, parents, pupils and 
the wider community to drive up 
education standards in Reading”.

“Of course we know there are 
some schools where progress has 

Battle councillors will be 
objecting to the opening of an 
adult gaming shop on the Oxford 
Road.

Sarah Hacker said: “Battle 
councillors are totally against the 
opening of this shop. Oxford Road 
already has enough problems related 
to drugs, alcohol and prostitution 
without the added problems which 
gambling will bring. There will 
be increased noise and possible 
antisocial behaviour”. 

“Help us by objecting. Write to 
RBC planning department quoting 
this ref no: 12/00211/FUL”.

Reading Schools not for profit Councillors to 
oppose proposed 

gaming shop

Busy, Busy, Bees Every little helps
not been as fast as it should be but 

we are committed to working with 

those schools to get it right”.   

“What people don’t realise is that 

if the Head Teacher and Governors 

agree between themselves to make 

a school an academy there is nothing 

parents or staff can do to stop that 

happening. There is no democracy 

in the process, parents and staff 

are not consulted. Furthermore, 

once a school becomes an academy 

it stands alone outside of the local 

authority for a minimum of 7 years”.

 “We believe that Reading Schools 

should be for Reading communities 

and not for profit”.

A bit of Portman Road will soon 
be dug up as part on an exciting 
experiment investigating the 
occurrence of urban pollinators - 
insects like bees, flies, butterflies 
and beetles.  

It is a country wide project 
studying pollinating insects in urban 
environments, farms and nature 
reserves, Portman Road being 
selected as an urban environment.  

The project will take two years 
and will involve sowing flowers in 
fifteen parks with each having an 
area of 300 square metres.  Within 
these fifteen areas five will be sown 
with perennial flowers and ten with 
annual flowers.  

Portman Road has been chosen 
to be sown with perennials that will 
include: Yarrow, Wild carrot, Lady’s 
Bedstraw, Field Scabious, Ox-eye 
daisy, Birdsfoot trefoil and Cowslip

The the aim of the project is to find 
out where the pollinator biodiversity 
in the UK is – urban habitats, farmland 
or nature reserves. Where the hot-
spots of pollinator biodiversity are 
in towns and cities and what can be 
done to improve their diversity.

Similar experiments will be carried 
out in Bristol, Edinburgh and Leeds.

This dog waste bin in Gloucester 
Road was installed in the last few 
months because residents were 
concerned about dog fouling.

  Gul asked if a bin could be 
provided, and it was.  Let’s hope 
those walking their dogs use it.

Small projects like dog waste bins 
are just as important as the larger 
problems and projects because they 
are important to residents and are 
therefore important to Gul.

Rogue landlords who leave 
tenants to live in unacceptable 
or dangerous conditions could 
have the management of their 
properties taken over by the 
Council as part of a move to drive 
up standards. 

Under the new plans, the poorly-
managed properties could have a 
management order placed against 
them by Reading Borough Council. 
They would then be taken over by 
a housing management company 
which would be charged with running 
the properties. 

The move is aimed at driving up 
standards for tenants who have had 

Tesco are to appeal against the 
councills’ refusal to allow them 
to put a store on the old Parsons 
Garage site. 

Tesco have asked for a public 
enquiry to get the decision of the 
Planning Committee overturned. The 
enquiry will take place at Reading 

Crackdown on 
Poorly Managed 
Properties and 
Empty Homes Tesco appeal 

against decision

to put up with sub-standard living 
conditions as a result of landlords not 
managing or maintaining properties 
properly. 

Town Hall on 12, 13, 14 June and will 
be open to public speaking.

Gul said, “A Tesco Express on the 
Parson’s Garage site would greatly 
increase the amount of traffic 
normally associated with that site. 
The extra traffic generated by the 
store would have a detrimental 
impact on road safety and the local 
environment”. 

The extra traffic a Tesco Express 
would inevitably attract to the 
locality will exacerbate the existing 
excessively high level of congestion 
on the Oxford Road putting further 
at risk the safety of Oxford Road 
Primary School pupils, parents and 
local people”.

Battle councillors have written 
to the appeals inspector reinforcing 
their objection to the development 
and have asked the inspector to 
dismiss Tesco’s appeal.

Extra traffic would increase risk to pupils


