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Chris Maskell 
Gul Khan
Sarah Hacker Labour

Labour Working all year round in Battle Ward
Councillor Chris Maskell 0781 4152865 - email: chris.maskell@reading.gov.uk - cllrchrismaskell.wordpress.com

Councillor Gul Khan 07977513295 - email: gul.khan@reading.gov.uk - cllrgulkhan.blogspot.com

Councillor Sarah Hacker 07957491672 - email: sarah.hacker@reading.gov.uk - cllrsarahhacker.blogspot.com

BATTLE COUNCILLOR’S ADVICE SURGERY
First Saturday of the month at Battle Library: 10.30 am to 12 noon

No need to book, just come along and have a chat.  MEETINGS ARE CONFIDENTIAL

Join us and help shape our country’s future 
Do you feel the same way we do about the kind of Britain you want to live in? A Britain 

where there is a first-class health service free at the point of use; where education is always 
a priority; and where you and your family are treated equally and can feel safe and secure.

Join us and be part of our journey. Maybe you already vote Labour at election time? Maybe 
you have thought about joining but not actually done it? Maybe you think you are too young, 
too old or too busy? Maybe it’s because nobody has asked you. We’re asking you now.

I don’t want to join but I would like to help

Please cut out and return to: 
Battle Branch Labour Party Secretary, 22 Barnwood Close, Reading RG30 1BY

Deliver leaflets Door to door canvassing Telephone canvassing

Stuffing envelopes Data inputting General campaigning

Join online at: http://secure2.labour.org.uk/join/ or tick here  

Name ............................................................................................................................................................

Address ........................................................................................................................................................

Email .......................................................................................................  Tel ............................................

!

Battle 
Bulletin 
Board

@CllrSarahHacker  -  @ClrChrisMaskell CllrSarahHacker  -  CllrChrisMaskell

What is Thames 
Valley Alert ?

Thames Valley Police 
non-emergency 

number

101

Thames Valley Alert is the 
messaging system that will enable 
you to receive messages about:

• Action taken by the police and 
partners to tackle crime.

• Crime in your area.

• Crime prevention advice.

• Appeals for witnesses or for help 
to trace missing people.

• Events and opportunities to meet 
your neighbourhood policing team 
and have your say about crime in 
your area.

To sign up for Thames Valley 
Alert, call 101 and ask to speak 
with the Neighbourhood Watch 
Manager for the Reading area.

When you call 101, the system 
will determine your location and 
connect you to the police force 
covering that area.  A recorded 
message will announce which police 
force you are being connected to.  If 
you are on a boundary between two 
or more forces, the recorded message 
will give you a choice of which force 
to be connected to.

Police call handlers will then 
answer the calls and respond 
appropriately.  You will not be put 
through to a large national call centre.

Calls to 101 (from both land lines 
and mobile networks) cost 15 pence 
per call, no matter what time of day 
the call is made, or the duration of 
the call.         

Spreading 
a little 

happiness

Battle Councillors Secure Community Funding

Let’s Talk Education in Battle

£1.5 Million
Battle councillors dropped 
into the Oxford Road Salvation 
Army to see what they were 
doing for families in need last 
Christmas.

Lieutenant Kenneth Guest 

invited them to pay him a visit 

to see at first hand the work he 

and is colleagues and volunteers 

were doing to bring a little 

happiness to disadvantaged 

children at Christmas time.

Chris said: “When we arrived 

black bags were being filled with 

toys ready for distribution. There 

were several tables groaning 

under the weight of toys donated 

by members of the public. It was 

a fantastic sight.

“Kenneth told us that even in 

these difficult times donations 

were flooding in. He said 

people’s generosity was quite 

overwhelming”.

Councillor Hacker, Kenneth and colleagues 
are nearly dwarfed by a mountain of toys.

Battle councillors insisted Battle people 
should have a say.

Battle councillors secured 
£1.5m of funding to be spent on 
community related benefits. 

In 2011 the West Berks PCT said 
it no longer wished to proceed 
with the planned Medical Centre 
Battle councillors campaigned for 
in 2005. This was, they said, due 
in part to the provision of a drop-
in surgery in Broad Street Mall but 
more significantly Government 
cuts to NHS funding. 

The PCT were in the process of 
using the Medical Centre money to 
subsidise Government cuts to their 
budget when Battle councillors 
intervened. They insisted the 
PCT did not have the authority 
to use the money to make up for 
Government cuts to the NHS. 

Public Consultation Agreed

It eventually emerged that the 
planning agreement between the 
developers and Reading Borough 
Council made it clear that in the 
event of the Health Centre not 
being built, the developer would 
pay the Council £1.5m as a 
contribution towards community 
related benefits.

Having secured the money for 
our community Councillor Sarah 

Hacker said: “In 2011 we insisted 
Reading Borough Council should 
carry out a new public consultation 
exercise before a single penny 
of the £1.5m was spent. We are 
delighted they have listened to 
us. The consultation will mean that 
everyone in Battle Ward will have 
had an opportunity to express their 
opinion”.

Councillor Chris Maskell said: “The 
profile of the ward has changed 
since 2005.  Many residents will 
not have taken part in the 2005 
consultation. Resident’s priorities 
may have changed since then, 
therefore, we believed it was right 
the Council should start again and 
find out what Battle people would 
like the money spent on.”

Local parents were invited to attend a “Let’s Talk Education” feedback events at Battle Library to hear 

more about how Reading Borough Council is proposing to meet the rising demand for school places in the 

Oxford Road area.

The feedback event was an opportunity a for local residents, parents, schools and any other interested groups to 

hear about how the Council has taken the views of local communities on board to draw up area by area proposals 

to provide more school places. It follows on from a detailed consultation last Autumn where local people were 

asked to have their say.

Sarah had this to say: “Since the shortage of primary school reception classes became apparent last year I have 

not stopped asking what is to be done about it and attending many meetings tasked with solving the problem. 

We are very short of suitable sites in Battle to expand or even build a school so choices are very limited. I believe 

it is vital that families can be confident their child will have a place in school.”



ONLY LABOUR STANDS UP FOR THE BATTLE WARD COMMUNITY

The recent wet and cold 

weather has played havoc 

with the road surfaces around 

Reading.  

Councillor Sarah Hacker first 

noticed a couple of deep potholes 

on Sherwood Street while on 

the school run.  They were deep 

enough to be throwing out the 

big stones used under the tarmac.  

She took a couple of pictures on 

her phone and reported them. 

Pothole Potty!

Well Done Tesco Fighting For Families Government’s new rules forcing 
privatisation of “nearly all” NHS 

services blocked by Labour

The land at the bottom of 

Chester Street and Portman Road 

has been cleared. 

Battle councillors are pleased 

the area has been cleared but insist 

more work is needed. 

Sarah said: “It has been quite 

a struggle to get any kind of 

maintenance work done on this land. 

We recognised over two years ago 

that something needed to be done 

as it was turning into a fly-tippers 

paradise and people felt unsafe 

when they used the footpath.

For people who live in the Chester 

Street to Dorset Street area and want 

to walk to the shops or visit friends, 

this area is a gateway to Tesco and 

West Village. As things stand it 

hardly sends the right message to 

local people and visitors alike. We are 

pleased to see something has been 

done but clearing the vegetation 

from time-to-time is not a cost 

effective sustainable solution”.

Chris said: ““We understand Tesco 

are responsible for the clearance that 

has taken place and for that we are 

grateful. What needs to happen now 

is for all the parties to get together 

and work out how this stretch of land 

can be turned into a gateway to West 

Village and the store”.

Top: the recently cleared land. Middle: the tree 
brought down in strong winds. Bottom: a Tesco 
trolly pushed through somebody’s garden fence.

Family Comes First

Councillor Sarah Hacker and our 
Parliamentary Candidate Victoria 
Groulef popped along to the 
Building Blocks parent and toddler 
group on the Oxford Road. 

Sarah and Vicky had a good chat with 
concerned mum’s

B a t t l e 
c o u n c i l l o r s 
have been  out  
campaigning 
against the 
‘Mummy Tax’ 
and ‘Bedroom 
Tax’ with 
L a b o u r ’ s 
Parliamentary 
C a n d i d a t e 
Victoria Groulef.

Sarah said: “The Tory/Lib Dem 
Government are restricting 
Statutory Maternity Pay (SMP) from 
April this year.  It will be increased 
by just 1% a year which, with the 
cost of living increasing by 3.3% is 
effectively a year on year cut. 

I have had two children and know 
how difficult it is to live on SMP as 
it usually does not cover your pre-
maternity income.  It will be even 
harder when SMP does not keep up 
with the real costs of living.  This is 
another cut falling on women and 

They talked to parents of young 

children about their concerns.  The 

impact of Government cuts and the 

cost of child care, came up time and 

time again.  Most cannot afford child 

care and those that can are incredibly 

concerned about the proposals to 

allow one child minder to care for 

more children.

Since the Conservative led 

Government came into power, family 

budgets have been squeezed and 

child care costs have increased.  

Across West Reading an average 

family with children is around 

£511 a year worse off because of 

the changes Alok Sharma and his 

Government introduced in April.

Sarah said: “I’m proud of Labour’s 

record on child care provision. We 

doubled child care places, introduced 

Sure Start, 15 hrs a week free 

nursery care and tax credits that 

enabled women to go back to work”.

families”.

The effects of 
the ‘Bedroom 
Tax’ are well 
documented.  
People are 
a c t u a l l y 
scared for 
their futures, 
w o r r y i n g 
about how 

they will find the money to cover this 
charge and whether they will be able 
to find alternative accommodation.

These taxes may also  force  people 
out of their homes and away from 
their friends and family. 

These taxes say everything you need 
to know about the Conservative led 
coalition. As they give a tax break 
to millionaires they are taking £180 
out of the pockets of Reading’s new 
mums.    

The bedroom tax will force many 
people in social housing deeper into 
poverty.

Sarah and Vicky campaigning with Labour colleagues on the 
streets of Battle ward

Sarah said: “I popped the pictures 

on my Facebook page to keep 

residents up-to-date with what I 

am doing, this resulted in a flurry 

of pothole reports which I have 

passed to the Council.  Roads I 

New Tory Health Secretary 
Jeremy Hunt tried to bring in new 
rules that would have opened up 

“nearly all” NHS services to private 
sector competition, irrespective of 
the views of doctors, nurses, and 
other NHS staff, rather than just 
services where competition would 
benefit patients.

The new rules, which came 

under fierce attack from doctors’ 

organisations, broke promises 

Ministers made to get the 

controversial Health & Social Care 

Act through Parliament last year.

Victoria Groulef, Labour candidate 

for Reading West, said: “Professor 

Terence Stephenson, chairman of the 

Academy of Royal Colleges, told the 

Government patients could be ‘in 

danger from complications’ if the 

NHS is not ‘joined up… If you have a 

have reported potholes in include: 

Sherwood Street, Chester Street, 

Prospect Street, Kensington Road, 

Lorne Street, Gun Street & St Mary’s 

Butts. Some have already been 

filled and some have been placed 

on the repair schedule”.  

If there is a pothole in your 

street that needs attention let 

Sarah know because the Council 

needs to know about them to 

fix them! 

private provider just offering to do 

one bit of a complex operation, we’re 

very worried that the service won’t 

be joined up, that medical records 

won’t be open to everyone and there 

won’t be joint accountability’.

If you think of maternity care, for 

example, you need ante-natal care, 

the actual birth, and post-natal 

care linked, not done by separate 

organisations not talking to one 

another. I believe that integrated 

care is safer care, and that’s what 

patients want.”

Labour Leader Ed Miliband decided 

to force a vote on the regulations 

in the House of Lords, and Mr Hunt 

was forced to withdraw them for a 

rethink.  Battle Councillors say: “We 

know the Tories want to privatise 

the NHS, but Labour will fight them 

at each and every step.”


