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Battle Ward is getting better 
and better as your councillors 
continue to set the standard for 
21st Century community living.

Last year we told you about 
the upgrade of Beresford Road 
Recreation Ground which cost 
£89,000. This year Into Battle 
is pleased to tell you that the 
planned upgrade to Kensington 
Road Recreation Ground has been 
completed.

More play equipment for young 
people has been installed. A new 
artificial cricket strip has been laid 
replacing the old one. An additional 
MUGA (multi use games area) has 
been built next to the existing 
MUGA. A trim trail has been laid to 
compliment the already installed 
exercise equipment.

The Trim Trail is a hard surface that 
enables anyone to circumnavigate 
the park without getting their feet 

wet. It can be used in many ways; 
jogging, dog walking or learning to 
ride a bike. In short it is up to you 
how you use it. 

Councillor Gul Khan told Into 
Battle that the Government has 
handed down to Reading Borough 
Council the responsibility for  the 
health and Wellbeing of its citizens.

He said: “Health and Wellbeing 
should not be confused with clinical 
health. Health and Wellbeing is 
about providing opportunities for 
people to engage in activities that 
will help them keep healthy. Much 
is said about having a healthy diet 
but having a healthy diet may not 
be enough to maintain a healthy 
lifestyle. 

It has been proven that a healthy 
diet combined with exercise is the 
best way to maintain a healthy life 
style. 

However, the trim trail and all the 
other equipment we have installed 
is for residents and their families to 
enjoy all year round as they please.”

Keep Active - Stay Healthy
£250,000 up-grade to Kensington Park delivered at no cost to you.

Trim Trail: From start to finish you will have travelled 730 metres or 0.4536 miles.

Learn to ride a bike, walk your dog or jog; Kensington Recreation Park is for everyone to enjoy. 
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Double Yellow Lines!

The new double yellow lines look very nice but residents say this is not enough.

Upgrade to Cow Lane is nearly complete.

Some Said It Would 
Never Happen

Westminster

Watch
What is our MP 
Doing for US?

NHS overspent by £2.26bn 
from April to December - nearly 
triple the 2014-15 figure. The 
NHS is now in financial free 
fall and Tory Ministers have 
absolutely no solution for turning 
this situation around.

Families charged to discuss 
benefits. The Department for 
Work and Pensions is refusing 
to set up an 0800 free-phone 
number for the millions of people 
soon to be making claims through 
the new Universal Credit welfare 
system.

EU migrants cost mystery. 
The Government claimed it has 
no information on how much EU 
migrants cost - or benefit - the 
UK. Treasury Minister Lord O’Neill  
said.

Retired could do work for 
pensions. Retired people could 
be encouraged to do community 
work such as caring for the “very 
old” or face losing some of their 
pension it has been suggested. 

This is the bridge we have all 
been waiting for, but many of 
you may not know that it was 
built over four years ago.

This bridge will complete the 
Cow Lane upgrade allowing road  
traffic to flow freely for the first 
time. The bridge was built as part 
of  the  Reading station upgrade 
The first new bridge was put 
in place a couple of years ago 

to enable the expansion of rail 
traffic south of Reading station.

Councillor Gul Khan said: “We 
have been working on the upgrade 
of Cow Lane since 2004. The work 
we were doing then put us in a 
good position to take advantage 
of the main line upgrade. We are 
thrilled that Cow Lane will cease 
to be a traffic bottle neck and will 
accommodate all kinds of traffic 
including buses. 

However, we are disappointed 
that the work will not begin 
until after the Reading Festival 
in August despite being told it 
would be completed this summer. 
What really matters though is that 
it will be completed. Back in 2004 
I remember many people were 
saying  it would never happen.”

Battle councillors have had double yellow lines installed to protect 
parking in West Village but residents say it is not enough.

Battle councillors have reacted very quickly to residents concerns. They 
have had a meeting with the site manager and they have ‘walked the 
village’. Councillor Gul Khan said” We had good chat with the site manager 
who was very aware of what residents wanted in addition to the double 
yellow lines already installed.” 

Your councillors, in consultation with the site manager, have submitted 
a request for additional double lines to be installed post consultation.

Your Government - Your MP

Working for YOU



Park Users Come First

The car park has become a free for all and a dumping ground for unwanted cars.

Local people have said they 
are fed up with Kensington 
Recreation Ground car being 
used by people who have no 
business being there.

Into Battle has discovered 

that the car park was originally 
intended for the use of people 
who wanted to use the park. 
In the early 2000’s Battle 
councillors campaigned to have 
the car park tidied up. As a result 

£12,000 was spent reconfigure 
the car park, marking out new 
parking bays, providing disabled 
spaces and installing timed flood 
lights to make the car park safe 
on dark nights.

Into Battle got in touch with 
Councillor Gul Khan to find out 
more. Gul said: “Park users have 
just about been excluded from 
the car park. The car park appears 
to have become an overflow car 
park for people without a parking 
permit.  Cars are parked in all kinds 
of nooks and crannies including 
disabled bays. Some people even 
dump their old cars there, the 
situation is out of control. The 
council has suggested a pay and 
display scheme that will allow 
legitimate park users the freedom 
to park whist at the same time 
introducing  enforcement to 
prevent the illegitimate use of 
the car park.”

A Government Inspector has 
given permission for a Gaming 
Centre to be opened on the 
Oxford Road despite strong 
objections from local people.

Councillor Khan said: “Battle 
councillors and local people 
successfully campaigned to have 
planning permission for this 
centre refused. Unfortunately the 
owners successfully appealed 
the decision, as a result they have 
Government backing to open.”

Residents supported by Battle 
councillors were successful in 
persuading Reading Licensing 
Committee to throw out the 
latest attempt by the Texaco, 
now BP, garage to sell alcohol 
24/7

This is the fifth attempt by the 
owners to gain a 24 hour licence,  
why they persist is unclear. What 
is clear is that the owners are 
prepared to ride roughshod over 
local people to achieve their aims.

Battle councillors would like 
to apologise to the Sherwood 
Street area residents.

Cllr Sarah Hacker said: “It was 
some time ago when residents 
contacted me requesting a parking 
permit scheme. Unfortunately, 
the wheels of local government 
turn very slowly, mostly for legal 
reasons, but hopefully as you are 
reading this the process will have 
begun, sorry it is taking so long. 
Now it is up to you. Let me know”

Government 
Overrules Councillors

Licence Refused 
by Committee

Sherwood Street 
Parking Up-Date

West Reading Up-Date

Battle councillors say there is every possibility the station will become 21st century compliant. 

Battle councillors are continuing their discussions with rail 
companies and Reading Borough Council to bring the station into the 
21st century. 

Cllr Chris Maskell said: “Everything is very positive, a lot of people want 
to see this happen. We have made good progress over the last year which 
is very encouraging. We remain confident that this project will be delivered 
and the station will become truly accessible to all and fit for 21st century 
rail travel. ” 

Last May Chris Maskell was 
elected councillor for Battle 
Ward, he told Into Battle: 
“I am immensely grateful to 

everyone who voted for me on 7 
May 2015. 

Past generations, including 
my parents, fought hard for the 
right to vote and to protect our 
democracy. 

Last May, 2219 people loaned 
me their vote so that I can 
continue my work as Councillor 
for Battle Ward. I can promise I 
will use their votes wisely and for 
the benefit of our community.” 

2219
Thank You

dziękuję

The Community Office has been the catalyst for a lot of good work in our community

Battle Councillors broke 
away from their Christmas 
celebrations to have an urgent 
meeting with Commander Stan 
Gilmore of Thames Valley Police 
to discuss the future of policing 
on the Oxford Road.

Sarah Hacker said: “The 
Community Office on the Oxford 
Road has been closed for good 
and there will no longer be a 
permanent police presence there.

The Commander reassured 
us that the Oxford Road would 
remain a priority for TVP despite 
the £45millon worth of cuts 
currently going through. 

  We have little choice but to 
reluctantly accept what we have 
been told. We totally oppose 
these Tory cuts and invite our MP 

to stand up for our community 
and also oppose them, however, 
we will not be holding our breath. 
But, as always, Battle councillors 
will continue to stand up and fight 
for the Battle community and, 

despite what we have been told 
by Thames Valley Police,  we will 
hold them, our MP and the PCC 
(Police & Crime Commissioner) to 
account should standards begin 
to slip.”

We Will Hold Them To Account 
Councillors Hold Boxing Day Meeting as Tories Approve Closure of Community Office

IN YOUR NEXT INTO BATTLE
Battle Councillors Anger as they accuse PCC of 

Double Standards and Duplicity


