
The number of families being offered their 
first choice of primary school in Reading has 
increased this year. All families in Reading who 
applied for a primary school place on time have 
been allocated a place. Reading Borough Council 
is in an advanced stage of its school expansion 
programme which is creating 2,520 new primary 
school places. 

The council’s £61 million investment in creating new primary school places means every child in Reading 
has again been offered a place this year and the council has been able to offer more families their first choice 
of primary school. Gul Khan said: “The council‘s ambition is that all Readings pupils will be studying in good 
or outstanding schools by 2018. The council’s school expansion project has delivered 1,550 new primary 
school places in Reading so far and the programme is due to be completed in autumn this year with the aim of 
providing a total of 2,520 new Primary School places. This really is good news.”

YOUR LABOUR TEAM ARE COMMITTED TO SERVING THE BATTLE COMMUNITY ALL YEAR ROUND - EVERY YEAR

Contact Gul: 07977 513295 • gul.khan@reading.gov.uk • www.cllrgulkhan.blogspot.com
Contact Chris: Tel: 0118 959 1438 • chris.maskell@reading.gov.uk • Facebook: CouncillorChrisMaskell • Twitter: @ClrChrisMaskell

Contact Sarah: 0118 957 6170 • sarah.hacker@reading.gov.uk • Facebook: CllrSarahHacker • Twitter: @CllrSarahHacker • www.cllrsarahhacker.blogspot.co.uk

JOIN THE LABOUR PARTY: https://join.labour.org.uk
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Keeping Our Library Open Providing New Community Space Keeping Our Streets Clean

Into Battle is pleased to announce that Gul Khan 
has been selected to stand as your Labour candidate 
in this years local elections.

Gul has been your councillor since 2008. During that 
time he has successfully campaigned for more school 
places and a new Primary School in West Reading. He 
has helped to secure £1.65 million of funding that 
has enabled us to upgrade Beresford Road Park and 
Kensington Park.

Currently he is working with his colleagues and council 
officers to agree plans that will see Battle Library 
expanded to provide much needed community space.

It has been a great privilege working with Gul who has 
served our community with great energy, integrity and 
commitment . Please vote for Gul on 5 May.

Things have moved quickly 
since our last update just a few 
weeks ago.

A report has been published 
that says: “Reading West Station 
Upgrade will provide a step 
change in passenger facilities at 
the station and wider interchange, 
and create a visible presence on 

the Oxford Road. The scheme will 
improve the perception of safety 
and security in the local area and 
act as a catalyst for the economic 
regeneration of the Oxford Road 
local centre. In addition, it will 
deliver de-congestion benefits 
to the local highway network 
through enhancements to the 
Oxford Road.”

Cllr Chris Maskell said: “I 
remember the cold grey 
afternoon in January 2015 when 

Wonderful
News

representative of Network Rail, 
Great Western and I met at the 
station to discuss its future.

I am delighted that so much 
progress has been made in such 
a short time. The report outlines 
a timetable for the upgrade and 
once all the funding is established 
it is predicted that the upgrade 
could be completed in the spring 
of 2018. This is wonderful 
news for rail travellers and our 
community” 



This plan shows the current layout of Battle Library This plan shows the proposed new layout of Battle Library. A consultation is underway.

As gateways to knowledge and culture, libraries play a fundamental 
role in society. The resources and services they offer create opportunities 
for learning, support literacy and education, and help shape 
the new ideas and perspectives that are central to a creative 
and innovative society.

Into Battle is delighted to announce the latest community 
project negotiated by your councillors. It seem like a long time 
ago that your councillors consulted you on what you would like 
£1.65millon of developer funding spent on. 

As well as health and well-being you said you wanted more community 
space. Councillor Gul Khan, who has been leading on this project said: “Battle 
Library has always been a centre for excellence in our community. In 2008 

“Librarians are gate 
keepers. They open doors 

to new worlds, new 
possibilities. Libraries are 

the temple of story. “

Battle Library set to Expand

Battle Council lors wil l  f ight for you and your family

we secured £1.5million of Lottery Funding that enabled us to refurbish our 
Library and create a place of learning and community fit for the 21st Century.

It goes without saying that this latest phase in the development 
of our Library gives me great joy. Local people said they wanted 
more community space and what better place to provide it than 
in Battle Library. My colleagues and I have worked hard to bring 
this project home. This is no more than the wonderful people of 
Battle Ward deserve.” 

Into Battle would like to put on record it’s grateful thanks to 
our councillors and in particular Gul Khan who has worked tirelessly for the 
people of Battle ward. This expansion is yet another example of how your 
councillors are working hard for and defending your community.

Keeping Our 
Streets Clean

The Mayor of 
Reading

Keeping our 
Library open.

New Lamps 
for Old

A MINI refuse collection truck 
is has trialled in Reading. 

The council is considering 
purchasing a smaller vehicle to 
use in some of the borough’s 
narrower terrace streets.

Members of the Streetcare team 
tested the Isuzu refuse truck 
around some of the particularly 
difficult turns and tight spots 
which can cause problems.

Battle ward is one of the areas 
with streets which can be difficult 
to manoeuvre around but other 
wards in the borough also suffer 
restricted access.

Gul Khan said: “Our refuse 
lorry drivers are very skilled at 
negotiating Reading’s narrow 
terrace streets, often lined with 
parked cars, but a smaller vehicle 
could make their lives and the 
lives of residents much easier.

If the trial is successful it could 
play a useful part in our collection 
rounds in the future.”

You may of may not know 
that this year’s Mayor is Battle 
councillor Sarah Hacker.

Into Battle would like record its 
thanks to Sarah for the brilliant 
job she has done for our town. 

She has raised the role of 
Mayor to another level with her 
commitment, enthusiasm and 
energy. She really has done the 
town proud.

Thank you Sarah

Tory controlled West Berks 
and Wokingham are closing 
or greatly downgrading their 
Library services. But Battle 
councillors are determined to 
fight to keep Battle Library 
open despite swingeing Tory 
cuts.

Councillor Sarah Hacker said: 
“We are determined that our 
wonderful Library will continue 
to be a community hub for Battle 
ward.

The staff at the Library do 
a wonderful job ensuring the 
Library offers as much to our 
diverse community as possible.

The Library is a friend to 
everyone who walks through its 
doors. It is a brilliant place”

A £9.8 MILLION project to 
replace all the street lamps in 
Reading with energy efficient 
LEDs providing brighter light is 
underway.

The two-year project, being 
delivered by Volker Highways, 
will also include the replacement 
of 2,533 street lighting columns 
which have reached the end of 
their useful lives, 2,578 sign 
lights with LED units and 890 
illuminated bollards with solar 
powered bollards. The project 
should pay for itself through 
reduced energy and maintenance 
costs over the next 20 years.

Into Battle rarely goes national, our remit is local and always has been except for a few exception. Into Battle editors talked about this story for 

some time before agreeing that publishing this story was in the wider public interest.

Into Battle has found that the government has cut its funding to our fire and rescue service by 30% during the course of the last parliament. As a result 

nearly 7,000 front-line jobs have been lost. That’s one in eight fire-fighter jobs gone. Stations, appliances and equipment were also cut. Fire-fighters provide 

an all hazard emergency response attending floods, road traffic collisions, chemical spillages, civil contingencies, industrial disasters and terrorist attacks 

as well as fires. Last year fire-fighters rescued a staggering 38,000 people. Cutting this service is an act of vandalism. When we dial 999 because we need 

help, they will turn out for us, day or night in any weather. They are our hero’s but the Tories don’t think so.

The Tories don’t want you to know about this
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